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$�&KDLUGH�b

As-salamu alaykum.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Middle 
East GAA eBook.
 
The purpose of this initiative is to provide a one stop 
resource, highlighting all GAA clubs across the Gulf 
region plus additional user groups and societies that may 
be of interest to potential expats.

Clubs across the region have proven to be one of the 
strongest social community groups in the Gulf today. 
With over 1,500 members, it has proved to be a source 
of shelter, employment and most importantly friendship. 
Many clubs have celebrated big milestones; from Naomh 
Alee in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia who recently celebrated 
their 26th anniversary, to Kerry Middle East who continue 
to grow after three successful seasons.

:LWK�D�SDFNHG�Ć[WXUHV�FDOHQGDU�DQG�VRFLDO�VFHQH�IURP�
2FWREHU�WR�0DUFK��WKH�*$$�FRQWLQXHV�WR�ćRXULVK�DQG�
be a home away from home. Unfortunately, due to the 
pandemic,  we’ve postponed the start of our leagues until 
2021. Consequently, this has permitted us to pivot and 
host webinars focusing on key topics that resonate with 
the community ranging from Coaching and Referee 
courses, Strength and Conditioning sessions, to interviews 
with GAA legends from home.

Finally, a word of thanks to the Irish Embassy in the 
United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, the GAA and 
LGFA who have played a positive and proactive role in 
shaping the games out here in this region. Most importantly, 
I’d like to express a sincere thank you to all clubs and 
committees across the Middle East, who continue to 
invest their time and effort into making the GAA abroad 
a truly great community.

Is mise le meas,

Stiofan O’Tuama



WELCOME NOTE AMBASSADOR CRONIN

A MESSAGE FROM THE AMBASSADOR OF 
IRELAND,  AIDAN CRONIN
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A cháirde Gael,

Ba mhór an onóir dom gur iarradh Bord contae na 
Meánoitheaher Cumann Lúthchleas Gael orm an ríomhleabhar 
seo a a chur in aithne do Letheoirí.

Níl aon amhras faoi go beidh an leabhar ina acmhainn 
luachmhar do dhaoine Éireannacha atá ina gcónaí sa 
Meánoitheaher nó daoine atá ag smaoineamh ar aistriú go 
dtí an Mánoitheaher agus a bhfuil suim acu í gcuarsaí CLG.

Léamh sona daoibh go léir

$LGDQ�&URQLQb
Ambasadóir na hEireann/Ambassador of Ireland for UAE, Kuwait and Qatar.

I was honoured to be asked to introduce 
this e-book which I have no doubt will be 
an invaluable resource for Irish people 
living in the Middle East or who are 
considering moving to the region and who 
KDYH�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�*$$�b
I think that it is safe to say that, while Irish 
people of course enjoy playing and watching 
D�UDQJH�RI�VSRUWV��WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�TXLWH�
like the GAA here in the Middle East. It is 
D�XQLTXH�DQG�YHU\�VSHFLDO�QHWZRUN�RI�FOXEV�
and of people and this book gives a very 
good overview of that network and a very 
good insight into what it is that makes the 
*$$�VXFK�D�VSHFLDOb�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�b
It is where people go to play the games 
and to socialise, to celebrate and to mourn 
DQG�WR�ODXJK�DQG�WR�FU\�b�$QG�WKDW�LV�DV�WUXH�
in Chicago or London or Abu Dhabi or 
5L\DGK�DV�LW�LV�DW�KRPH�b

The GAA, through the clubs, has over 
many generations offered Irish people 
living away from home a focal point, a 
FRPPXQLW\��D�IDPLO\��,W�LV�WKH�ĆUVW�SRUW�RI�
call for many new arrivals, regardless of 
whether they come from a GAA background 
or not, because they are assured of being 
welcomed with open arms into the GAA 
IDPLO\�b�7KDW�LV�FHUWDLQO\�WKH�FDVH�KHUH�LQ�
the Middle East and the compiling of this 
wonderful book to is testament to the 
vibrancy and reach of the GAA in the 
region. I want to thank Middle East GAA 
for this initiative, for all the work they do, 
day-in, day-out, and for the support that 
they give to the Irish embassies in the 
region in our work. I wish them every 
VXFFHVV�ZLWK�WKLV�ERRN�DQG�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�bb

Happy reading to you all,



WELCOME NOTE AMBASSADOR MCCOY

A MESSAGE FROM THE AMBASSADOR OF
IRELAND, GERARD MCCOY
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A cháirde Gael,

I would like to heartily commend the GAA in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council region on its e-book on the work of 
WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�DFURVV�WKH�UHJLRQ�b�$V�$PEDVVDGRU�RI�,UHODQG�
to Saudi Arabia, I am especially pleased to recall that the 
ĆUVW�*$$�&OXE�LQ�DQ\�RI�WKH�*&&�VWDWHV�ZDV�VHW�XS�LQ�6DXGL�
$UDELD��ZLWK�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�1DRPK�$OHH�LQ�5L\DGK�LQ������b

Gerard McCoy

Ambassador
�%DKUDLQ��,UDT��2PDQ��6DXGL�$UDELD�DQG�<HPHQ�

The success of the association across the 
region has been remarkable over the past 
WZHQW\�ĆYH�\HDUV�RU�VR�b�*$$�FOXEV�DFURVV�
the region have played, and continue to 
play, a key role in providing a home from 
home, as well as a space for developing 
new friendships and introducing Ireland 
WR�D�ZLGHU�DXGLHQFH�bb

I am especially conscious of the exceptional 
efforts of clubs in the countries accredited 
IURP�5L\DGK�å�QDPHO\b%DKUDLQ��2PDQ�DQG�
Saudi Arabia – in supporting local Irish 
communities.

A particular word of appreciation to the 
many front-line workers across the 
association, who have continued to serve 
their clubs and the whole community at 
WKLV�YHU\�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WLPH�b�,�ZRXOG�DOVR�
like to pay tribute to the many volunteers 
of the Arabian Celts, Clann na hOman and 
Naomh Alee for all that they continue to 
do on behalf of the wider community.

With every good wish for the ongoing 
success of the GAA and all its clubs across 
the GCC.



WELCOME NOTE ARAB-IRISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

$�0(66$*(b)520�
7+(b$5$%�,5,6+b&+$0%(5�2)b&200(5&(�
AICC SECRETARY GENERAL-CEO
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I’d like to congratulate to the Middle East GAA in taking 
the initiative to document the stories and progress of the 
GAA community across the Gulf region.

7KH�$UDE�ZRUOG�LV�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�H[SRUW�PDUNHW�IRU�,UHODQG�
for many years. The ease of access to the Gulf states via 
national airlines has created many opportunities for 
Ireland. Irish businesses with a high-quality product or 
VHUYLFH��ZKR�KDYH�DPELWLRQV�WR�H[SRUW�WR�WKH�*XOI�UHJLRQ�
can succeed. By willing to invest time, effort and nurture 
QHZ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DUH�RQ�D�ĆUP�SDWKZD\�WR�VXFFHVV�

2YHU� WKH� ODVW� WZHQW\�ĆYH�\HDUV�� ,ULVK�ĆUPV�KDYH�HVWDE-
OLVKHG� DQ� H[FHOOHQW� UDSSRUW� DQG� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� $UDE�
ĆUPV�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�EXLOG�WKLV�UHSXWDWLRQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
Ernst & Youngs latest report, “The Arab World – Long 
Term Economic Prospects & Opportunities for Ireland 
2019”, which was commissioned by the AICC, illustrates 
,ULVK�PHUFKDQGLVH�H[SRUWHG�WR�WKH�*XOI�UHJLRQ�ZDV�YDOXHG�
at €1.91 billion, while services account for €3.273 billion 
RI�WKH�WRWDO�õ�����ELOOLRQ�H[SRUWV���

I want to give a special thank you to Stephen Twomey, 
Chairman of the Middle East GAA, for allowing the Cham-
ber to document our services. Our main objective at the 
Chamber is to serve the Irish people, from a personal or 
commercial capacity. My son currently plays Gaelic games 
in Dublin and I can see the contribution local volunteers 
make at club level. To see this community growing across 
the Gulf region is incredible. GAA is a way of life for most 
Irish people at home and abroad. 

$KPHGb<RXQLV

Arab-Irish Chamber of Commerce
(Bahrain, Iraq, Oman, Saudi Arabia and Yemen)

Is mise le meas,



HISTORY OF MIDDLE EAST GAA

HISTORY OF MIDDLE EAST GAA

www.middleeastgaa.com 09

The Middle East Board is the youngest international 
County Board in the GAA, having been formally 
HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH���������VHDVRQ��6LQFH�WKH�LQDXJXUDO�
season, GAA in the region has grown at an exponential 
UDWH��b7KH�%RDUG�IDFLOLWDWHV�JDPHV�LQ�DOO�FRGHV�å�KXUOLQJ��
camogie, men’s football and ladies' football.

:H�KDYH�D�WRWDO�RI����FOXEV�DFURVV�WKH�*XOI�UHJLRQ�����
RI�ZKLFK�UHVLGH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�$UDE�(PLUDWHV�DQG���HDFK�
in Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

:H� KDYH� D� WRWDO� RI� ������ DFWLYH� PHPEHUV� DQG� DQ�
ever-growing underage section.

,Q�������WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�%RDUG�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
WKH�VHWWLQJ�XS�DQG�KRVWLQJ�RI�WKH�ĆUVW�HYHU�*$$�:RUOG�
Games which took place in Abu Dhabi. Teams from all 
international units worldwide competed for silverware. 
Three World Games tournaments have now been held, 
and the Middle East representative teams have been 
crowned champions in men’s senior football on all three 
occasions, ladies' football on one occasion, and hurling 
on two occasions.

The Middle East GAA Unit is heralded as the fastest-growing 
unit worldwide and continues to set participation 
records for tournaments outside of Ireland yearly. With 
WKH�FRQWLQXHG�ODUJH�LQćX[�RI�QDWLYH�,ULVK�LQWR�WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW��WKH�VLJQLĆFDQW�XSWDNH�LQ�WKH�JDPHV�E\�ORFDO�DQG�
international players, and the work being done at 
underage levels in clubs and schools, the future of the 
GAA across the Middle East looks very bright indeed.
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Prior to the setting up of the league there were two 
dates in the GAA calendar every year; the Bahrain 
Games in November and the Gulf Gaelic games in 
'XEDL�LQ�-DQXDU\�b

In September 2010 a meeting took place in Paddy 
Darcy's kitchen in Dubai with James Kennedy 
(Bahrain), Liam McAuliffe (Oman), Barry O'Sullivan 
(Qatar) and Gary Tracey (Abu Dhabi) discussing a 
more structured approach to Gaelic Games in the 
region.

At the time, more teams from the Middle East were 
beginning to compete at the Asian Gaelic Games 
and we felt we needed more teams from the Middle 
East were beginning to compete at the Asian Gaelic 
Games and we felt we needed more game time to 
compete at a more competitive level. There were 
more reasons not to start a league that there was 
to start one, mainly logistics, cost of travel  and 
accommodation, but in the end we all committed 
to having one team from each of our clans compete 
and the Middle East League was born.

6LQFH�RXU�ĆUVW�\HDU�RI� ODXQFKLQJ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
/HDJXH�LQ�%DKUDLQ��LW�KDV�HYROYHG�LQWR�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�
community. Year one we started with nine teams 
in Men’s Senior Football section. In year two, we 
saw the launch of the Ladies Football League and 
in the year three we introduced a Hurling League 
not forgetting a ever growing underage section that 
continues to blossom. Today, we have over 104 
teams actively engaged from ladies and mens football 
(Senior to Junior) combined with hurling and camogie 
(Senior to Junior). Tournaments are big community 
events, bringing everyone from across the Gulf to 
enjoy the games have the craic!

James Kennedy
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7UDGLWLRQDOO\�DIĆOLDWHG�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�$VLDQ�
&RXQW\�%RDUG��RQ�WKH��WK�-XQH������DW�WKH�
%RQQLQJWRQ�+RWHO�LQ�'XEDL��DQRWKHU�SLHFH�RI�
KLVWRU\�ZDV�PDGH�ZLWK�WKH�VHWWLQJ�XS�RI�WKH�
Middle East County Board.

HISTORY OF GAA IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

&OXEV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�UHJLRQ�JDWKHUHG�LQ�D�URRP�OLNH�RXU�IRXQGLQJ�IDWKHUV�KDG�GRQH�
PDQ\�\HDUV�SUHYLRXV�DQG�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�&RXQW\�%RDUG�ZDV�RIĆFLDOO\�VHW�XS��,W�LV�QRZ�
HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�DQ�DXWRQRPRXV��GLUHFWO\�DIĆOLDWHG�ERDUG�RI�WKH�*$$�DQG�D�GLVWDQW�PHPEHU�
RI� WKH� UDSLGO\� JURZLQJ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FDXFXV�RI� WKH�*DHOLF�$WKOHWLF�$VVRFLDWLRQ�� 7KH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$�%RDUG�FXUUHQWO\�FRQVLVWV�RI����FOXEV�DFURVV�WKH�UHJLRQ�

$EX�'KDEL�1D�)LDQQD��$O�5HHP�6KDPURFNV��$O�$LQ�*$$��$UDELDQ�&HOWV��&ODQQ�QD�K2PDQ�b
'XEDL�&HOWV���LUH��J�)XMDLUDK�b-XPHULDK�*DHOV��.XZDLW�+DUSV��1DRPK�$OHH�5L\DGK��5$.�
5RSDLU¯�*$$��5XZDLV�*DHOV�*$$��.HUU\�0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$��6KDUMDK�*DHOV�DQG�4DWDU�
GAA.

$OWKRXJK�RQO\�VHW�XS�LQ�������WKH�ĆUVW�0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�WHDP�WRRN�SDUW�
LQ�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�+XUOLQJ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�KHOG�LQ�*DOZD\�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�WKDW�\HDU��7KH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�WHDP�ZDV�SODFHG�LQ�'LYLVLRQ���DQG�ZLWK�D������UHFRUG�RI�ZLQV�VHFXUHG��ZH�
OLIWHG�RXUbĆUVW�SLHFH�RI�VLOYHUZDUH�

HISTORY OF MIDDLE EAST GAA
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However, the best was yet to come from the Middle 
East GAA and in March 2015, we hosted the inaugural 
GAA World Games in Abu Dhabi. With 28 teams com-
peting from around the world, Middle East GAA 
KDG�WKH�JUHDW�KRQRXU�WR�EH�FURZQHG�WKH�ĆUVW�HYHU�
GAA World Champions in Men’s and Ladies' Gaelic 
football.

In 2016 the GAA World Games were held in Dublin 
as part of the 1916 Celebration and 10 teams from 
the region participated in the event.

The men’s senior footballers retained their world 
titles and the men's senior hurlers  won the inaugural 
hurling world cup.

In 2019, the men's senior footballers, hurlers and 
camogie teams and won their respective titles.

Not forgetting our invitations in 2014 to the Asian 
Gaelic Games in Kuala Lumpur. It proved to be a 
very successful trip where Middle East GAA won 
ĆYH�RXW�RI�HLJKW�FRPSHWLWLRQV�ZH�FRPSHWHG�LQ��LQFOXG-
ing Men’s senior hurling and football titles.

HISTORY OF MIDDLE EAST GAA
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AINE GIBNEY - GAA INTERNATIONAL OFFICER
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The Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) has 
more clubs now operating around the world 
WKDQ�HYHU�EHIRUH�ZLWK�����XQLWV�FXUUHQWO\�
registered outside of Ireland. This means 
it is now possible to play Gaelic Games from 
Montreal to Massachusetts to Madrid to 
Maastricht to Moscow the Middle East and 
Melbourne.

The lure of the GAA Club abroad is varied. 
Of course, Gaelic Games are such an intrinsic 
part of the Irish identity and for many the 
expression of that identity is important. 
They are also great games and great ways 
WR�VWD\�ĆW�DQG�KHDOWK\�DQG�FRPSHWLWLYH�WRR��
But without a doubt, GAA clubs abroad also 
provide an invaluable network of contacts 
and a support structure for the Irish Diaspora 
in creating a home from home.

No matter where the club is located, the 
GAA is built on a sense of community and 
togetherness and of supporting people. 
There’s no shortage of tales of people with 
perhaps only a passing interest in the GAA 
while in Ireland but becoming fully immersed 
in it when they move abroad to study or 
work. 

As time passes by the new phenomenon is 
of more and more people of diverse cultures 
and nationalities being introduced to and 
won over by the wonderful sports of Football, 
Hurling, Camogie and Ladies football in 
,UHODQG�DQG�DEURDG�bb

&URNH�3DUN�KHDG�TXDUWHUV�SOD\V�D�KXJH�UROH�
in its continued support and assistance to 
our GAA Clubs abroad, and by doing do so 
International Boards are represented by 
their County Board Chairperson as a member 
RI�WKH�:RUOG�*$$�&RPPLWWHHb�å�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�8QLWV��$XVWUDODVLD��$VLD��&DQDGD��
Britain, Europe, Middle East, New York, and 
86$*$$�b�

The LGFA and the Camogie Association 
have also greatly assisted the International 
Boards over the past and the World GAA 
KDV� EHQHĆWWHG� JUHDWO\� E\� ERWK� WKHVH�
RUJDQLVDWLRQV�b � %RWK� RUJDQLVDWLRQV� DUH�
represented on the World GAA Committee 
by Helen O’Rourke CEO and Sinead McNulty 
&(2�b�7KH�IRXU�3URYLQFLDO�&RXQFLO�&KDLUPHQ�
are also represented on the World GAA 
Committee.

The current World GAA Committee Chairman ap-
pointed by the Uachtáran CLG is Niall 
Erskine (Donegal) and the Secretary - Aine 
*LEQH\��*$$�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�2IĆFHU��DORQJ�
with Kayleen Iwasaki (GAA Games 
Department).

THE ROLE OF THE GAA
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The phenomenal international growth of 
Gaelic games in the past decade can, in the 
ĆUVW�LQVWDQFH��EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�WLPH�DQG�
HQHUJ\�LQYHVWHG�E\�YROXQWHHUV�b6XEVWDQWLDO�
progress and growth has been achieved 
through the Twinning arrangements between 
the Provincial Councils and the International 
Units responsible for governing and promoting 
games in Asia, Australasia, Britain, Canada, 
Europe, Middle East, New York, North 
America, and Argentina.

The twinning arrangements involve each 
of the four Provincial Councils in Ireland 
partnering with one or more of the International 
8QLWV�WR�GHOLYHU�HIIHFWLYH�VXSSRUW�V\VWHPV�b�
In planning terms, these partnerships operate 
as rolling strategic plans with an annual 
review which allows the plans for each 
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�8QLW�WR�UHPDLQ�ćH[LEOH�ZKLOH�
keeping a focus on the overarching Mission 
and Vision of the Association.

THE ROLE OF THE GAA

STRATEGIC PLANNING/TWINNING 
PARTNERSHIPS

PROVINCE INTERNATIONAL UNITS:

Munster

Ulster

Leinster

Connacht

United States GAA (USGAA)

Council of Britain, Canadian and Argentinian Co. Board 

European GAA, Australian GAA & Middle East GAA 

London GAA, New York GAA & the Asian County Board 
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The jewel in the crown of World GAA, the 
World Games is a festival for international 
*$$�FOXEV�ZKLFK�ZDV�ĆUVW�KRVWHGbE\�WKH�
Middle East GAA at the Zayed Sports 
6WDGLXP��$EX�'KDEL�LQ������ZLWK����WHDPV�
taking part across two codes football and 
hurling.

%DVHG� RQ� LWVb VXFFHVV�� WKH� VHFRQG�:RUOG�
Games was then staged in Dublin’s UCD 
FDPSXV�LQ�$XJXVW�������7KLV�VDZ����WHDPV�
WUDYHO�WR�WDNH�SDUW��ZLWK����WHDPV�PDGH�XS�
entirely of players of different nationalities 
(from Omani to South Africa) being involved 
in the competition, and due to the success 
RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�HYHQW�������VKRZFDVHG�DOO�
four codes hurling, football, camogie and 
ODGLHV�IRRWEDOO�DQG�WKH�ĆQDOV�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�
competitions were staged in Croke Park.

The third and most recent GAA World 
*DPHV�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI������
DW�WKH�:DWHUIRUG�,QVWLWXWH�RI�7HFKQRORJ\�b�
7KH�HYHQW�KRVWHG����WHDPV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
Clubs, Counties & Countries and Regions, 
IURP�DOO�FRUQHUV�RI�WKH�:RUOG��bb7KH�HYHQW�
which ran over a one week period commenced 
with team registration on the Sunday for 
DOO�WHDPV�LQ�WKH�SLFWXUHVTXH�7RZQ�+DOO�LQ�
the City Centre, followed by a team parade 
through the streets of Waterford – people 
lined the streets to welcome the teams and 
to celebrate the event, the parade was 
followed by a two-hour cultural concert 
ZKLFK�RIĆFLDOO\�RSHQHG�WKH�*DPHV�

The games commenced early on the Monday 
PRUQLQJ� ZKHUH� ���� JDPHV� ZHUH� SOD\HG�
RYHU�IRXU�GD\V�b�7KHUH�ZHUH�������SOD\HUV��
WHDP�RIĆFLDOV��DQG�FRDFKHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�
HYHQW�DQG�XS� WR�������YLVLWRUV�DWWHQGLQJ�
WKH�JDPHV�b

On Tuesday evening a twinning event was 
organised for each native-born team with 
D�ORFDO�FOXE�LQ�:DWHUIRUG�b�7KH�WHDPV�ZHUH�
made very welcome with most clubs 
RUJDQLVLQJ�DQ�HYHQLQJ�RI�PXVLF�DQG�GDQFH�bb

Thursday evening all teams were transported 
WR�'XEOLQ�DQG�RQ�)ULGD\���HLJKW�H[FLWLQJ�ĆQDOV�
ZHUH�SOD\HG�LQ�&URNH�3DUN�b7KH�GD\�HQGHG�
ZLWK� D� FHOHEUDWLRQ� EDQTXHW� IRU� MXVW� RYHU�
������JXHVWV�b

Countries representing every continent 
were present at the World Games event 
which showcased the extent to which the 
passion and participation for Gaelic games 
has now spread far beyond our shores and 
ZH�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKH�NHHSHUV�RI�WKLV�ćDPH�

THE WORLD GAMES

THE GAA WORLD GAMES
“A CELEBRATION OF LIFE, SPORT & OUR SHARED HUMANITY 
THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF GAELIC GAMES”
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The past decade has seen the continuing growth in participation at underage levels 
as our Overseas units build on embryonic under-age structures with the assistance 
of Games Development Administrators and further investment from Central and 
3URYLQFLDO�OHYHOV�bbb

THE WORLD GAMES

INTERNATIONAL GAA 
<287+�72851$0(176b

7RXUQDPHQWV�DEURDG�VXFK�DV�

�L��&RQWLQHQWDO�<RXWK�&KDPSLRQVKLSV��&<&��å�86$

�LL��$OO�%ULWDLQ�&RPSHWLWLRQ��$%&����8.

�LLL��$VLDQ�<RXWK�*DPHVb
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THE WORLD GAMES

GLOBAL GAMES DEVELOPMENT 
FUND (GGDF) – SUPPORT FOR OUR CLUBS

The Global Games Development Fund 
(GGDF) is co-funded by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs & Trade’s Emigrant Support 
Programme and the GAA. The Fund provides 
ĆQDQFLDO� VXSSRUW�VSHFLĆFDOO\� IRU�SURMHFWV�
and initiatives that increase or improve 
opportunities for the Irish Diaspora and 
other communities abroad to play Gaelic 
Games.

7KURXJK�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�ĆQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH��
it is the aim of the Fund to support the Irish 
Diaspora and strengthen Irish networks 
DQG� ,ULVK� LGHQWLW\� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�b � 6LQFH�
�����WKURXJK�WKH�*OREDO�*DPHV�'HYHORSPHQW�
Fund, the GAA and the Department of 
Foreign Affairs & Trade have provided 
ĆQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�GHYHORSPHQWDO�SURMHFWV�
and initiatives in GAA clubs and International 
Units across Asia, Australasia, Canada, 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and South 
America.

,Q������WKH�')$�DQG�*$$�KDG�D�WRWDO�RI�
����DSSOLFDWLRQV�WKDW�ZHUH�VXFFHVVIXO�IRU�
IXQGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�b�7KH�SURMHFWV�
address a diverse range of needs both within 
and across International Units depending 
on variabilities such as location, number of 
players, codes, and the implementation of 
games/events at Adult and Underage level.
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THE WORLD GAMES

MIDDLE EAST GAA

UACHTÁRAN CLG – LARRY MCCARTHY 
(NEW YORK)

,Q� ����� /DUU\� 0F&DUWK\� PDGH� KLVWRU\� WR� EHFRPH�
SUHVLGHQW�HOHFW� RI� WKH�*$$�� /DUU\� WDNHV� XS� RIĆFH� LQ�
HDUO\� ����� DQG� EHFRPHV� WKH� � ĆUVW� RYHUVHDV� XQLWV�
FDQGLGDWH�WR�ZLQ�WKH�RIĆFH�LQ�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�LQ������
years. Larry in his role as Chairperson of the New York 
County  Board and who is a former member of the 
:RUOG�*$$�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�ĆUVW�KDQG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�
the current developments and challenges faced by the 
Overseas.

7KH�0LGGOH�(DVW�%RDUG�QRZ�KDV� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�RI����
&OXEV�DIĆOLDWHG���*DHOLF�*DPHV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�KDV�
been a key feature in the lives of Irish and other 
FRPPXQLWLHV�DFURVV� WKH�*XOI�5HJLRQ� IRU� WKH�SDVW����
\HDUV�� �7UDGLWLRQDOO\�DIĆOLDWHG�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�$VLD�DQG�
Gulf Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) Board, the Middle 
(DVW� *$$� LQ� ����� EHFDPH� DQ� DXWRQRPRXV� DQG� WKH�
QHZHVW�UHJLRQDO�&RXQW\�%RDUG�LQ�������

The Middle East Board geographically covers the 
following states; Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman 
Units Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar, Bahrain Kuwait, Iran, 
,UDT��6\ULD��7XUNH\�/HEDQRQ��-RUGDQ��DQG�,VUDHO��&URNH�
Park would like to acknowledge the support and 
development provided by the Middle East GAA Board 
in this region, led by the Chairperson Stephen Twomey 
and all the Board members. We would also like to 
recognise the contribution made by the Irish Embassy 
in the UAE and Saudi Arabia in their role supporting 
the Irish Communities.
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THE WORLD GAMES

BUÍOCHAS
7KH�SDVW�\HDUV�KDYH�VHHQ�PDQ\�VLJQLĆFDQW�GH-
velopments being undertaken in Games De-
velopment by our overseas units. Our 
Units abroad now play a much more 
important role in facilitating the integration 
of our emigrants into their new environments 
as well as providing a much-needed 
support network through our tapestry 
RI�FOXE�VWUXFWXUH�RYHUVHDV�b

We also acknowledge the massive 
number of volunteers who give their 
time willingly to support our games 
Nationally and Internationally.

Croke Park and the World GAA Com-
mittee continue to support the Units to 
develop our Games amongst the Irish 
'LDVSRUD�bb
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FORMER MIDDLE EAST GAA CHAIRPERSONS

FORMER CHAIRPERSONS
Tadhg Flahive (2018-2020)

In 2017, Tadhg Flahive (Kerry) assumed the role 
of Chairperson, accompanied by Gearóid Cronin 
(Mayo) as Secretary on the committee and assist-
ed by Tim Sheahan (Kerry) & Carmel O’Sullivan 
(2018). Stephen Twomey (Cork) assumed the 
role of Treasurer in 2018 with Levi McGrattan 
as Vice-Chairperson.

Patrick Moynagh (2015-2017)

In 2015 Patrick Moynagh (Cavan) took the posi-
tion of Chairperson. He was assisted by Sean 
O’Sullivan (Cork) as Secretary, Patrick Kennedy 
(Limerick) vice Chairperson (2016) and Eugene 
McCluskey (2015),Treasurer was Mick Red-
mond (2016) (Wexford) and James Kennedy 
(Meath) (2015). This committee welcomed the 
2016 GAA All-Star footballers to Dubai, and a 
successful GAA World Games campaign.

James Kennedy (2013-2015)

A native of Meath, James was the Middle East 
GAA Chairperson in our inaugural season 
(2013/14). Accompanying him as Secretary was 
Paddy D'Arcy (Meath), who had previously adminis-
tered the Middle East sub-committee within the 
Asia and Gulf Board (AGB) of the GAA. Patrick 
Moynagh held the role of Vice-Chairperson.

Each of the Chairperson's administrations have 
overseen one GAA World Games event (2016 
and 2019). In this period, the Middle East has 
hosted the GAA Football All-Stars (2016 | Middle 
East GAA Board, in Dubai) and GAA Hurling 
All-Stars (2019 | Abu Dhabi na Fianna, in Abu 
Dhabi)..
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MIDDLE EAST GAA COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 2020-2021

CURRENT COMMITTEE 2020/21

Stephen Twomey
Chairperson
Cork/Nemo Rangers
Dubai Celts (UAE)

Gearóid Cronin
Vice-Chairperson
Mayo/Lahardane MacHales
Al Ain GAA (UAE)

Tim Sheahan
Secretary
Kerry/Glenbeigh/Glencar GAA 
Kerry Middle East (UAE)

James O’Connell
Secretary
Cork/Macroom GAA
Jumeirah Gaels (UAE)

Neil McRory
Treasurer
Monaghan/Truagh Gaels
Al Reem Shamrocks (UAE)

Sarah Forde
PRO
:LFNORZ�&DVWOHWRZQ��:H[IRUGb
RAK GAA (UAE)

Alana McConalogue
Ladies Development 
2IĆFHU
Donegal/Buncrana CLG
Arabian Celts (BH)

Áine Smith
Camogie  Development 
2IĆFHU
Limerick/Granagh Ballingarry 
Abu Dhabi Na Fianna (UAE)

Seán McDonnell
Coaching and 
'HYHORSPHQW�2IĆFHU
Monaghan/Killanny
Sharjah Gaels (UAE)

0XLULV�2
'RQQFKDb
,ULVK�&XOWXUDO�2IĆFHU
Cork/Naomh Aban
Jumeirah Gaels (UAE)

Mick Gallagher
-XYHQLOH�2IĆFHU
Derry/Na Piarsaigh CLG 
Doire Trasna
Abu Dhabi Na Fianna (UAE)

Shay O’Donoghue
Hurling Development 
2IĆFHU
Cork/Blackrock
Sharjah Gaels (UAE)
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GAELIC IN THE GULF
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UAE

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Overview:

Population: 9.8m

Comprised of 7 Emirates

Currency: Dirhams (AED)

Smallest Emirate: Ajman (260sq km)

Largest Emirate: Abu Dhabi (accounts 
for 87% of UAE total area)

Key Fact: Home to the world’s  tallest 
building Burj Khalifa
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ABU DHABI NA FIANNA

UAE
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ABU DHABI NA FIANNA
Abu Dhabi Na Fianna is one of the larg-
est and oldest clubs in the Middle East. 
In fact, the club will be celebrating its 
��WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�ODWHU�WKLV�\HDU��������b

Club Formationb

The groundwork for the club was laid in 
1994 by 4 Irish men who, when feeling 
rather homesick, would get together 
every Saturday in Mushriff Park to play 
hurling. Word soon got around and after 
about six months, there were enough 
players for a 9-a-side team. In April 
����� 1D� )LDQQD� SOD\HG� LWV� ĆUVW� HYHU�
match as a club. It was a hurling game 
played in Al Ain against a combined Al 
Ain/Northern Emirates Team.

By 1996 Na Fianna had quickly began to 
H[SDQG�DQG�LW�SOD\HG�LWV�ĆUVW�HYHU�FRP-
petitive matches in hurling and football 
LQ�'XEDL�DW�WKH�ĆUVW�HYHU�8$(�FKDPSLRQ-
ship. In 1999 Na Fianna established its 
ĆUVW�HYHU�/DGLHV�7HDP��$�IHZ�VKRUW�\HDUV�
later in 2004 the club established a 
junior team. Fast forward to the 
����������VHDVRQ�ZKHQ�WKH�ĆUVW�HYHU�
Middle East League took place and Na 
Fianna entered 5 ladies’ teams plus 4 
PHQèV�WHDPV�LQWR�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�b

UAE



CLUB FORMATION
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At the end of the 2019/2020 Season Na Fianna 
has 2 camogie teams, 3 hurling teams, 12 ladies 
football teams, 8 men’s football teams. A whopping 
27 teams, this does not include our 30 juvenile 
members. The clubs home grounds are at Zayed 
Sport City, which has 7 full size pitches, where Na 
Fianna teams frequent across 4 nights a week.

UAE
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Throughout the 1990s, Abu Dhabi was the 
strongest of the sides between Abu Dhabi and 
'XEDL�LQ�WKH�8$(�*$$�&KDPSLRQVKLS�b

However, in the early 2000, Dubai went through 
a winning spell for about 6-7 years. In 2011/12 
that shift changed again with the Abu Dhabi Men’s 
team stepping up and reclaimed the title for the 
ĆUVW�WLPH�LQ���\HDUV�b

Abu Dhabi has since seen stiff competition between 
neighboring clubs Dubai and Sharjah. However 
at the end of the 2018/2019 season, they were 
championship winners across men’s and ladies 
VHQLRU�IRRWEDOO��DORQJ�ZLWK�FDPRJLH�DQG�KXUOLQJ�b

Unfortunately, the club did not get the chance to 
retain their crowns for the 2019/2020 season 
DV��IRU�WKH�ĆUVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW��WKH�FKDPSLRQVKLS�ZDV�FDQFHOOHG�bb�

UAE
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The club has been busy throughout the years with 
WKHLU�RII�WKH�ĆHOG�DFKLHYHPHQWV��,Q�������WKH�FOXE�
was the home to the inaugural GAA World Games, 
when the club welcomed 28 teams from around 
WKH�ZRUOG�WR�FRPSHWH�LQ�WKLV�VSHFWDFXODU�HYHQW�bb

More recently in November 2019, the club was 
host to the GAA Hurling All Stars. The teams 
competed in exhibition game along with conducting 
WUDLQLQJ�VHVVLRQV�WR�RXU�MXYHQLOH�PHPEHUV�bb

The club has gone from strength to strength each 
year, our members while predominantly Irish, we 
are also proud to have; English, Australian, Canadian 
PHPEHUV�DPRQJVW�RXU�FOXE�bb

Na Fianna GAA welcomes all participants from all 
EDFNJURXQGV�DV�RXU�FOXE�SURĆOH�FRQVLVWV�RI�\RXQJ�
and old with a variety of nationalities. This diversity, 
along with the development of the Juvenile section 
of the club, heralds a bright future for the Abu 
'KDEL�1D�)LDQQD�&OXE�b�

UAE
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AL AIN G.A.A

UAE
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CLUB FORMATION & HISTORY
Al Ain GAA club was founded in 2009 by 
a small number of Irish expatriates who 
wanted to maintain a connection to their 
Irish heritage through Gaelic Games. The 
FOXEèV�DIĆOLDWLRQ�ZLWK�*$$�LQ�,UHODQG�KDV�
allowed the club to grow from strength 
to strength. Last year, the club celebrated 
its tenth anniversary. The club marked 
the occasion with a special logo on the 
jerseys to remember the founding members 
RI�WKH�FOXE�b

7KH�ĆUVW�$O�$LQ�*$$�WUDLQLQJ�VHVVLRQ�WRRN�
place on Sunday 13th September 2009 
at Al Ain Rugby Club and continued 
throughout the season, alternating 
between the Rugby Club and Choueifat 
VFKRRO��7KH�FOXE�SOD\HG�WKHLU�ĆUVW�JDPH�
at the same location when the ladies took 
on Abu Dhabi na Fianna in October 2009. 
1XPEHUV�IRU�WUDLQLQJ�LQFUHDVHG�VLJQLĆFDQWO\�
one year later when, in October 2010, 
WKH�PHQ�RI�$O�$LQ�WRRN�WR�WKH�ĆHOG�b

An early version of the Al Ain GAA 
tournament was hosted on Friday, 5th 
November 2010 with the Al Ain ladies 
tasting tournament success in the Ladies 
B division. Later that season, the men 
WRRN�SDUW�LQ�WKHLU�ĆUVW�WRXUQDPHQW�LQ�$EX�
Dhabi on February 18th 2011.

Football was the main sport for the 
intervening years, and the establishment 
of a Juvenile section in September 2017 
ZDV�WKH�ĆQDO�VWHS��,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV�KRZHYHU��
the small ball has made a big impact on 
GAA in Al Ain.

In September 2015, a Hurling team was 
HVWDEOLVKHG� IRU� WKH� ĆUVW� WLPH� DQG� LQ�
September 2019, a Camogie team was 
born. All teams currently compete in the 
Middle East GAA Leagues and Championship, 
with players of all levels catered for. 
Training takes place regularly each week 
from August to June, and large-scale 
tournaments take place at least twice 
SHU�\HDU�b

On the international stage, Al Ain GAA 
have contributed to the success of the 
Middle East GAA in various competitions 
including the Aer Lingus/Etihad International 
Hurling festival in Galway in 2014 and 
separate iterations of the GAA World 
*DPHV� LQ������DQG������b$O�$LQ�*$$�
also entered a representative team into 
the St. Jude’s All Ireland Junior Football 
7’s competition on the eve of the All 
,UHODQG�)RRWEDOO�ĆQDO�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�
2017.

UAE
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The club has a great working relationship with the 
Al Ain Amblers Rugby club, who allow us to train 
on their amazing facilities and hold our home 
WRXUQDPHQWV�DW�WKHLU�JURXQGV�b

7KH�WUDLQLQJ�IDFLOLWLHV�DUH�VHFRQG�WR�QRQH��ZLWK�ĆYH�
pitches available for use. The main stand and 
UHVWDXUDQW�JLYH�D�JUHDW�YLHZ�RI�WKH�ĆYH�ĆHOGV��7KLV�
is quite a sight on tournament day when there are 
RYHU�������SOD\HUV�FRPSHWLQJ��7KH�ĆHOGV�DUH�NHSW�
immaculate and are available to members outside 
training hours. The complex offers a variety of 
facilities to its members, including a gym, tennis 
FRXUW��UHVWDXUDQW��EDU��VSD�DQG�SRRO�b

Facilities are open for use from 6AM to 10PM for 
all club members. Our members enjoy these luxuries 
with their GAA membership, which also includes 
a discount on food and beverages. Many events 
are held here throughout the week such as boot 
camps, soccer training, rugby training, cricket 
games, quiz nights, buffets and it shows a variety 
of sport games. The rugby club is at the heart of 
the Irish community in Al Ain and you’re always 
VXUH�WR�EXPS�LQWR�D�IDPLOLDU�IDFH�KHUH�b

UAE
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Teams at Al Ain GAA

THE CLUB

Each year the club has grown from strength 
to strength with an increase in the number 
of members. In the year 2019/2020, our 
club had approximately 70 members. 
Currently the club has two male football 
WHDPV�DQG�WZR�IHPDOH�IRRWEDOO�WHDPV�b

The men compete in intermediate football 
and the second team play in the junior A 
division. The men’s intermediate team are 
always competitive in their grade and are 
pushing hard to reach the senior ranks 
ZKHUH�WKH\�OD\�EHIRUH�b

Meanwhile, our men’s junior A team had 
a successful year coming second in the 
league and winning a home tournament 
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�KLJKOLJKW�RI�WKH������VHDVRQ�b�
Our women compete in the senior ladie's 
competition, while our second team plays 
in the junior B league. Our senior ladies 
have been at the top table for many seasons 
now, competing with the best teams in 
the Gulf for the top prizes in the ladie's 
division. The ladies B footballs are a 
constantly strengthening team with them 
UHDFKLQJ�ĆQDOV�DQG�FRPSHWLQJ�ZLWK�D�KLJK�
standard of competitive football over the 
last few years.

The club also has a strong hurling tradition. 
We have a men’s team that plays at an 
intermediate level after a league and 
championship double in the 2019 season.

The men’s team continued their success 
in the 2020 season coming second in the 
league and winning their home tournament 
for the third season in a row. 2019-20 was 
a special season for the club as we had 
RXU� ĆUVW� FDPRJLH� WHDP� FRPSHWH� LQ� WKH�
intermediate grade. The camogie team 
ĆQLVKHG�VHFRQG�LQ�WKH�OHDJXH�ZKLFK�ZDV�
a great achievement as many players were 
QHZ�WR�WKH�VSRUW�bb

Friday 15th September 2017 marked the 
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�ĆUVW�HYHU�MXYHQLOH�VHFWLRQ�
for the club. The juvenile team trains 
regularly and often travel to various 
FRPSHWLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�b

Ladies Senior
Football

Men’s
Intermediate

Football

Ladies Junior
B Football

Men’s Junior
A Football

Ladies
Intermediate

Camogie

Men’s
Intermediate

Hurling

UAE
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AL REEM SHAMROCKS

UAE
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Al Reem Shamrocks is one of the newest and 
IDVWHVW�JURZLQJb*$$�FOXEV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
KDYLQJ�EHHQ�IRXQGHG�LQb6HSWHPEHU�������

Codes and Progress 

The club was founded in 2017 with one 
men’s WHDP� DQG� WZRbZRPHQ
V� WHDPV�ZKR�
ERWK� FRPSHWHG� DW� -XQLRU� OHYHO� DQG� KDVb
grown exponentially since, gaining back to 
EDFN�WR�EDFNbSURPRWLRQV�DQG�ZLQQLQJ�PDQ\�
tournaments along the way.  In 2020, we 
entered three men’s teams (competing at 
-XQLRUb DQG� ,QWHUPHGLDWH� OHYHO�� DQG� ĆYH�
ZRPHQ
V� WHDPV� �MXQLRU� DQGb ,QWHUPHGLDWH�
level) into competition.

For the 2019 season, Al Reem Shamrocks 
HQWHUHG�D�&DPRJLHbDQG�+XUOLQJ� WHDP� LQWR�
WRXUQDPHQWV�IRU�WKH�ĆUVW�WLPH�b&RPSHWLQJ�
LQWHQVHO\�DW�,QWHUPHGLDWH�OHYHO��ZH�DUH�UHDOO\b
looking forward to making big strides in the 
FRPLQJ�VHDVRQ�DVbZHOO�DV�KDYLQJ�SOHQW\�RI�
fun along the way. . 
 
 

Al Reem Shamrocks have pioneered the 
SURJUHVV�RI�+DQGEDOObLQ�WKH�5HJLRQ�DQG�ZH�
KRVWHG�WKH�ĆUVW�HYHU�KDQGEDOObWRXUQDPHQW�
LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�DJDLQVW�5L\DGK�LQ�'HFHPEHUb
2018.  This proved to be hugely successful 
and lead to the wider adoption of handball 
across the Gulf.

What makes the club special? 

Al Reem Shamrocks plays a huge part in many 
H[SDWV�WLPH�LQ�WKH�8$(bEHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�QRW�
MXVW� D� VSRUWLQJ� FOXE�� RXU� FOXE� SURYLGHV� Db
welcoming atmosphere to those who have 
OHIW�,ULVK�VKRUHV�DQG�DUULYHbLQ�WKH�8$(èV�FDSLWDO�
IRU� WKH� ĆUVW� WLPH�� ,W� DOVR� EULQJV� WRJHWKHU�
SHRSOHb IURP� GLIIHUHQW� EDFNJURXQGV� DQG�
FXOWXUHV��ZKHUH�ORQJ�WHUP�IULHQGVKLSVbKDYH�
been built. 
 
 

UAE



THE SOCIAL SCENE 

www.middleeastgaa.com 35

We also have a great social calendar where new members are welcomed and 
meet new people.

We look forward to welcoming new members to Abu Dhabi.

UAE



www.middleeastgaa.com 36

DUBAI CELTS G.A.A

UAE



+LVWRULFDOO\�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��ĆQDQFH�
DQG�HQJLQHHULQJ�LQGXVWULHV�ZHUH�WKH�ĆUVW�WR�
make Dubai a home. Over more recent years, 
there has been a surge from those within the 
education, healthcare, tourism and marketing 
VHFWRUV�b

%HLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�ĆUVW�*$$�FOXEV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�
East, and indeed Asia, presented the club 
with both challenges and opportunities. From 
struggling to source the correct kit, equipment 
and playing surfaces to being a founding 
PHPEHU�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�&RXQW\�%RDUG�
and having one of the largest club memberships 
outside of Ireland, it has been quite the 
journey. 

Other clubs in the area started to form around 
the same time in the mid-90s, namely in Abu 
Dhabi, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, which led 
to regular tournaments being set up in the 
cooler winter months. This included the 
'XEDL�&HOWV�*DHOLF�*DPHV��ZKLFK�KDG�LWV�ĆUVW�
VWDJLQJ�LQ�0DUFK������bb

&/8%�)250$7,21
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Dubai has been a popular outpost for Irish 
expats for the past 30 years, owing to the 
city’s ambitious vision to be a recognised 
global hub for business, commerce and 
tourism. This meant that job opportunities 
have been plentiful and encouraged many 
Gaels to up-sticks and sample life in the Pearl 
RI�WKH�*XOI�bb

7KH� FOXE� LWVHOI�ZDV� IRXQGHG� LQ� �����ZLWK�
very humble beginnings. The origins of the 
FOXE� DUH� WKH� UHVXOW� RIb � FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�
committee members of the already-existing 
Dubai Irish Society and GAA enthusiasts 
who were missing the games they loved. The 
ĆUVW�WUDLQLQJ�VHVVLRQ�DWWUDFWHG�MXVW�VL[�SOD\HUV��
but in the coming months they gained 
invaluable support from Byrne Equipment 
Rental, Dubai Duty Free and the Dubai Irish 
Society themselves to publicise the new 
venture. This enabled Dubai Celts to enter 
D� ��D�VLGH� WHDP� LQ� WKH� ����� *XLQQHVV�
tournament held in Bahrain, winning it outright 
RQ�RXU�PDLGHQ�ERZ�b7KH�FOXEèV�LQLWLDO�SXUSRVH�
was simply to provide a taste of home in the 
desert, to attract others with Irish heritage 
to come together and form a meaningful 
society. In fact, this remains at the forefront 
of what we still do today. Dubai Celts strives 
to welcome fellow Irish people to our community, es-
pecially those who wish to come or have 
recently arrived in the city. We aim to develop 
friendships, working relationships and 
VXEVHTXHQWO\�VXFFHVV�RQ�WKH�VSRUWLQJ�ĆHOG��
Dubai Celts members come from a diverse 
array of employment backgrounds.

UAE



The club has welcomed a large number of 
KLJK�SURĆOH�YLVLWRUV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH�*$$�
$OO�6WDU�WHDPV�LQ������KHOG�H[KLELWLRQ�PDWFKHV�
DW�WKH�3ROR�&OXE��WKHQ�,ULVK�SUHVLGHQW�0DU\�
0F$OHHVH�ZDV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�*$$�SUHVLGHQW�
Sean Kelly for a state visit in 2009 and many 
successful football and hurling county teams 
LQFOXGLQJ� 'XEOLQ�� 0D\R�� *DOZD\�� &ODUH��
Tipperary and Donegal have used Dubai as 
a base for winter training, often inviting Celts 
players to partake in memorable challenge 
JDPHV�b

&/8%�)250$7,21
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As the Celts grew in numbers, the ‘Railway 
Cup’ became one of the highlights of the club 
calendar, with both male and female players 
representing their home provinces to contend 
for a trophy and bragging rights for the season. 
With the increase in participation came the 
formation of the Juvenile section of the club 
LQ�WKH�ODWH�����V��ZLWK�PDQ\�PHPEHUV�ZLVKLQJ�
to share the game they loved with the next 
generation. It is a feature of our club that has 
remained steadfast and has piqued the 
interests of children and families from many 
nationalities, in no small part owing to the 
large numbers of adult Celts players teaching 
in schools across the Emirate.

Over time, the main annual competition 
became the Asian Gaelic games, which saw 
clubs from across the continent competing 
annually, with host cities changing every year. 
The Dubai Celts entered both men’s and 
women’s teams that travelled to exotic 
locations such as Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Seoul, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and Shanghai, 
to name a few, and challenged regularly for 
the main prizes. Honours included men’s 
IRRWEDOO�ZLQQHUV�LQ������DQG�������ODGLHVè�
IRRWEDOO�ZLQQHUV� LQ������������DQG�������
+XUOLQJ�ZLQQHUV�LQ������DQG������DV�ZHOO�
DV�&DPRJLH�LQ������DQG������

Increased numbers of Irish expats across the 
0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�QDWLRQV��OHG�WR�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�
of new teams in Al Ain, Sharjah, Oman, Qatar 
and Kuwait. This in turn, led to inaugural Gulf 
*DHOLF� *DPHV� LQ� ����� ZLWK� ��� WHDPV�
participating, which included six teams from 
Ireland and two from London. This helped 
to establish and publicise the area as a cultur-
al/sporting stronghold outside the Emerald 
Isle. This period saw continued success for 
the Dubai Celts on a more local front and 
created many friendly and competitive 
rivalries, which are still evident on the pitch 
WRGD\�bb
b
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7KLV� IRUPDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 0LGGOH�(DVW�
&RXQW\�%RDUG� LQ� �����KDV� VHHQ� WKH�
region go from strength-to-strength 
in terms of team formation, participation 
and exposure of our games. Dubai Celts 
has consistently been one of the 
strongest teams since its inception, 
frequently winning tournaments and 
league titles in men’s and ladies’ football, 
as well as hurling and camogie. With 
the introduction of the GAA world 
JDPHV� LQ� ������ 'XEDL� &HOWV� KDV�
contributed more than its fair share of 
SOD\HUV�WR�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�VTXDGV��$V�
a result of their successes, many of our 
players can now rightly call themselves 
World Champions.

Looking to the future, the club is in a 
very heathy position, it has grown 
VLJQLĆFDQWO\�IURP�LWV�URRWV��ZLWK�RYHU�
230 adult players across all codes (men’s 
and ladies’ football, hurling and camogie) 
and an ever-growing juvenile section 
ZLWK�XSZDUGV�RI�����FKLOGUHQ�SOD\LQJ�
every week from vast array of nationalities. 
Dubai Celts is still regularly winning 
trophies, welcoming new members, 
LPSURYLQJ� KHDOWK�ĆWQHVV�� FUHDWLQJ�
romance, nurturing families, attracting 
new people to Gaelic Games and 
maintaining a sense of home away from 
KRPH��/RQJ�PD\�LW�FRQWLQXH�bb
b
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Location
Dubai Celts adult teams train at the Sports Park in Dubai Sports City, on Sunday, 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings. Sports City is also the main venue for the annual 
Dubai GAA tournament. 

Dubai Celts Juveniles train nearby, at Sunmarke School in Jumeriah Village Triangle, 
on Saturday mornings. 
b
Dubai Celts also make use of the fantastic public facilities available in the city, 
including its stunning parks and EHDFKHV�IRU�HQMR\DEOH��ĆWQHVV�EDVHG�WUDLQLQJ
sessions.

Current Teams
,Q�RXU�PRVW�UHFHQW�VHDVRQ�������������'XEDL�&HOWV�KDG�WHDPV�FRPSHWLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�
following codes:

Men’s football

Ladies Football

Hurling          Camogie Juvenile

Senior A Senior A Senior Senior  Under 6

Senior B

Senior 

Senior B Intermediate A Intermediate Under 8

Intermediate Junior A Intermediate B ' Under 10

Junior A Junior B ' ' Under 12

Junior B Junior C ' ' '

' Junior D ' ' '

Ladies Football

UAE



A special event worthy its own mention is the Rachel Kenneally tournament. This is held in 
memory of one of our dear players who sadly lost her battle with breast cancer, at the age of 
26, in 2018. 

Since then, the club has held a 6-a-side competition with mixed male and female teams, 
representing the 32 counties in Ireland. 

7KH�JDPHV�DUH�SOD\HG�LQ�D�IXQ��IULHQGO\�DQG�LQFOXVLYH�PDQQHU��HFKRLQJ�5DFKHOèV�RXWORRN�RQ�OLIH�bb

EVENTS
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Dubai Celts hosts the Dubai Duty Free GAA festival each year, a huge tournament that kicks 
off  the Middle East league. In 2019, it was our biggest to date; 96 teams, 1180 players including 
-XYHQLOHV�� SOD\LQJ�����Ć[WXUHV� DFURVV� DOO� FRGHV�� RYHU� WKH� VSDFH�RI� WZR�GD\V�� 7KLV� LV� WUXO\� D�
testament to just how far we have come in our 25 years of existence and the contribution the 
club has made to GAA in the Gulf’s most populous city.

Dubai Celts organises several social events each year that help to harness the connections 
made amongst our members. These include; the meet and greet social that kicks off the year 
after the initial weeks of training, the 12 pubs of Christmas, the Dubai Celts staycation and the 
season-ending awards ceremonies. These occasions, alongside more informal nights out and 
general carry-on that ensues after each tournament that is held across the region, means ‘the 
craic’ is never far away.

UAE
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ÉIRE ÓG FUJAIRAH

UAE



www.middleeastgaa.com 43

(VWDEOLVKHG� LQ� ������ WKH� FOXE� KDV� JRQH� IURP�
strength to strength having teams in both men’s 
and ladies' football.

They were successful in landing a training session 
ZLWK�ç+DQG�RI�*RGè�OHJHQG�'LHJR�0DUDGRQD�DQG�
he watched them train in their local training 
facilities.

UAE
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CHAIRPERSONS MESSAGE
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Our club members, both active and 
social, have been on a crest of a wave 
since taking the huge step in establishing 
the club 5 years ago. In that time, we 
have grown enormously whereby we 
QRZ�KDYH�RYHU�����DFWLYH�PHPEHUV�b

The club has 4 ladies football teams, 
5 men's football teams competitive 1 
hurling team and 2 camogie teams, all 
competing within the Middle East 
/HDJXH�b

This year our Intermediate ladies team 
WRRN�WR�WKH�ĆHOG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������
and won the Intermediate League, just 
one example of the incredible 
achievements our club has seen since 
its establishment and its persistence 
in starting at a social level and working 
its way up the ranks, across the board 
both on and off the pitch.

The club was formed with fun, friendship 
and ambition as its core values, and 
continues to strive based on these 
important aspects. These characteristics 
are ingrained in all Irish people, young, 
ROG��DW�KRPH�RU�DEURDG��VR�LW�LV�ĆWWLQJ�
that the club has seen such positive 
results in such a short time and 
maintained what is now one of the 
most popular and successful overseas 
GAA clubs in the Middle East.

We are an inclusive club and we 
welcome all nationalities no matter 
their level of skill or knowledge. We 
boast players from all around the world 
including the UK, America and Jordan. 
2XU�RIĆFLDO�NLW�KDV�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�
“one of a kind” in the GAA community 
and has gained much popularity on 
WKH�RIĆFLDO�2è1HLOOèV�ZHEVLWH�RYHU�WKH�
past few years, and we hope the 
Jumeriah Gaels crest can be worn with 
SULGH�DOO�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�b

Again, we would like to thank our 
sponsors and supporters for giving us 
the opportunity to grow and compete. 
$OWKRXJK�WKLV�\HDUèV�/HDJXH�ZDV�FXW�
VKRUW�GXH�WR�&RYLG�����LW�KDV�EURXJKW�
some positives in that we have come 
together as a club and have supported 
each other “at a distance” and acted 
as that family unit away from home 
ZKLOVW� VWLOO� PDQDJLQJ� WR� VWD\� ĆW� DQG�
KDYH�D�ELW�RI�FUDFN�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�b

UAE
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Jumeirah Gaels GAA Club initially 
established as a social team back in 
0DUFK� ����� LQ� 'XEDL� DQG� QRZ� DV� ZH�
come to the end of our sixth season, the 
club has seen incredible growth and 
success within such a short period of 
WLPH�VLQFH�LWV�PRGHVW�EHJLQQLQJV�b

With our club growing from strength to 
strength and our ethos in line with 
promoting GAA and Irish culture within 
WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW�� ZH� ORRN� IRUZDUG� WR�
developing our club even further and 
welcoming new members. 

We hope to grow on the recent success 
of our camogie and hurling teams whilst 
securing further promotions across our 
ladies and men’s football teams. We also 

hope to establish more coaches and 
referees within our club and promote 
GAA amongst the array of different 
QDWLRQDOLWLHV�KHUH�LQ�'XEDL�b

We want to create a positive outlet 
for our members to train and attend 
various sporting and social events 
throughout the season and act as a 
family away from home for all our 
members. 

Overall, we aim to work with the other 
FOXEV�DFURVV� WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�GXULQJ�
these unprecedented times to make 
sure that the right decisions are made 
regarding the next season and that all 
SOD\HUV� DFURVV� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW� DUH�
VDIH�ERWK�SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�PHQWDOO\�b

UAE



March 2015: -XPHLUDK�*DHOV�HVWDEOLVKHGb

2015/2016: Sperrin Metal Middle East 
/HDJXH�-XQLRU�&KDPSLRQVb

2016/2017: Sperrin Metal Middle East 
League Intermediate Football Champions 
DQG�-XQLRU�0HQèV�5XQQHUV�8Sb

2016/2017: Ladies Junior B and Ladies 
-XQLRU�&�&KDPSLRQVb

2017/2018: Intermediate Men securing 
SURPRWLRQ�WR�MRLQ�RXU�FXUUHQW�6HQLRU�7HDPbb

2017/2018: Junior C Ladies team promoted 
WR�WKH�-XQLRU�%�&RPSHWLWLRQb

2018/2019: Intermediate Ladies Camogie 
team winning the League and getting promoted 
WR�WKH�6HQLRU�/HDJXHb

2018/2019: Intermediate Men promoted to 
the Senior League for next season to join our 
RWKHU�6HQLRU�WHDPb

2019/2020: Intermediate Ladies promoted 
WR�WKH�6HQLRU�/HDJXH�IRU�QH[W�VHDVRQb
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March 2015: A group of Irish lads looking 
to play football in the Middle East, met 
LQ�-/7�3DUN�IRU�WKHLU�ĆUVW�WUDLQLQJ�VHVVLRQ��
-XPHLUDK�*DHOV�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�bb
b
2015/2016: /DWHU�WKDW�\HDU��QRZ�ĆUPO\�
established, the men’s team took part 
LQ�WKHLU�ĆUVW�6SHUULQ�0HWDO�0LGGOH�(DVW�
/HDJXH�DQG�ZRXOG�ĆQLVK�WKH�VHDVRQ�DV�
Junior Champions, promoted from Junior 
IRRWEDOO�LQ�WKHLU�ĆUVW�\HDU��-XPHLUDK�*DHOV�
/DGLHV�WHDP�DOVR�OLQHG�RXW�IRU�WKH�ĆUVW�
WLPH�bb
b
2016/2017: This was followed with an 
Intermediate title in 2016, with promotion 
to Senior Football. Our Juniors meanwhile 
ĆQLVKHG� UXQQHUèV� XS�ZKLOH� RXU� /DGLHV�
teams secured both Junior B and Junior 
C crowns having only been formed the 
SUHYLRXV�\HDU�bb

2017/2018: Our Junior team manages 
to go one step further than the previous 
year, securing the title and a step up to 
Intermediate, while another Junior C 
Ladies team also secures promotion and 
Junior A Ladies joining the Intermediate 
ranks. The second half of the season sees 
WKH�VWDUW�RI�RXU�/DGLHV�&DPRJLH�7HDP�bb
b
Back-to-back promotions for our Inter-
mediate Men’s team means that we 
currently have two men’s teams battling 
it out at Senior. The Intermediate Ladies 
Camogie Team win the Intermediate 
/HDJXH� LQ� WKHLU� ĆUVW� IXOO� \HDU� DQG� DUH�
promoted to Senior. Men’s Hurling Team 
HVWDEOLVKHG�bb
b
����������b Intermediate Ladies Teams 
claim the trophy and are promoted to 
Senior Football, while our Men’s Junior 
B team also sees success as League 
&KDPSLRQV�bb
b
This mercurial rise in such a short time 
has been down to the hard work of 
coaches, board members and volunteers 
who have worked tirelessly not only to 
promote Gaelic games in the Middle 
East, but also provide a sense of commu-
nity and family so that home doesn’t 
VHHP�VR�IDU�DZD\�bb

UAE



BEHIND THE SCENES THIS YEAR 2019/2020
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Off the back of the Middle East Men’s 
Football Team winning the World 
Games, in which we had many of our 
own members share in that success 
and the success of the World Games 
as a whole, we headed into our new 
season on a high. 

Although our season was cut short this 
year we started pre-season training 
toward the end of August 2019 and 
we continued our training in the Sports 
City grounds over the year, both football 
and hurling/camogie. Although we 
train hard, as a club we like to have a 
good time just as much and we held 
many social events up until January 
�����DQG�WKHUHDIWHU�b

We started off with our Gaels welcome 
brunch in September and we welcomed 
members old and new. We had some 
fund raising nights for Cancer Awareness 
DQG�WKH�ĆUVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�RXU�*DHOV�5DLOZD\�
Cup kicked off before the end of the year 
where our mighty provinces compete 
against each other in a friendly internal 
OHDJXH��7KH�QLJKW�WKH�ĆQDOV�ZHUH�SOD\HG�
led to winner presentations and a Gaels 
Christmas Party and sing-along before 
everyone headed home for the festive 
VHDVRQ�b

,Q�-DQXDU\������ZH�ODXQFKHG�RXU�RIĆFLDO�
Jumeirah Gaels Website and although 
we have entered unprecedented times 
we have had many initiatives such as a 
Zoom Gaels Quiz and our Run to the 
Championship for Pieta House in which 
nearly 2,000 pounds was raised and the 
Gaels collectively ran 120 kilometers in 
RQH�GD\�b

We look forward to ending our season 
on a high with our annual Gaels Awards 
night which takes place in June and 
virtually this year. We wish everyone a 
safe Summer and we look forward to 
returning for the new season in September. 
�*DHOVb

UAE
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RAK ROPAIRÍ G.A.A
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CLUB FORMATION & BACKGROUND
RAK Ropairí GAA club was established 
in 2015 in Ras Al Khaimah, UAE. The 
club was started to provide a social and 
sporting outlet for the small but grow-
ing Irish population of Ras Al Khaimah. 
,Q�LWV�ĆUVW�VHDVRQ��WKH�FOXE�HQWHUHG�RQH�
Ladies football team at social level with 
only 12 members registered with the 
FOXE�b

The club progressed to entering a men’s 
WHDP� IRU� WKH� ĆUVW� WLPH� LQ� ����� LQ� WKH�
Junior A grade, by which time the ladies’ 
team had also progressed to Junior A 
OHYHO�������DOVR�PDUNHG� WKH�HVWDEOLVK-
ment of the clubs’ Juvenile program, 
drawing in children of all ages from all 
over the Al Hamra and Ras Al Khaimah 
DUHD�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�*DHOLF�*DPHV�b

The club has grown rapidly over the past 
few years and currently has two ladies 
and two men’s adult teams participating 
in the Middle East Leagues. We hope to 
grow these numbers even further over 
the coming years.

In November of 2018, the decision was 
made to try and develop a more perma-
nent home for RAK Ropairí in Al Hamra 
village. Up until that point, the club had 
been renting a small driving range area 
in the center of Ras Al Khaimah. 

The decision to relocate to Al Hamra 
village, on the outskirts of Ras Al 
Khaimah, was taken mainly to cater for 
the growing Irish and expat community 
there and, in conjunction with Al Hamra 
Golf Club, two fantastic grass pitches 
with changing and shower facilities 
were developed. 

7RGD\��WKH�FOXE�LV�ĆUPO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�D�
sporting and social hub for the residents 
of Al Hamra and Ras Al Khaimah. With 
the generous help and support of our 
sponsors Brogan Group, we are bringing 
children and adults of all nationalities 
together to play Gaelic games in a safe 
and friendly environment.

We welcome new members to come and 
join us any time regardless of your expe-
rience or ability levels. The only require-
ment is an ability to have fun, so follow 
us @rakropairigaa on Instagram and 
Facebook to keep up to date with all the 
craic in RAK!

UAE



www.middleeastgaa.com 52

RAK ROPAIRI INAUGURAL TOURNAMENT
)ULGD\�-DQXDU\���th  2020 was a historic 
day for RAK Ropairí GAA club as we 
KRVWHG� RXU� ĆUVW� HYHU�0LGGOH� (DVW�*$$�
league tournament. 16 teams from across 
the region battled it out for the Ladies and 
Men’s Intermediate titles. RAK Ropairí 
ladies competed hard in all their games 
but unfortunately came up short on the 
day, Jumeriah Gaels taking the ladies com-
petition whilst Oryx na hEireann came 
RXW�RQ�WRS�LQ�WKH�PHQèV�GLYLVLRQ�bb

5$.�5RSDLU¯�DOVR�KRVWHG�LWV�ĆUVW�-XYHQLOH�
tournament with over 50 children from 
Ras Al Khaimah and Dubai showcasing 
their talents. The days games were 
followed by a brunch and after party with 
music by the legendary Paddyman and a 
rollover WUDG�VHVVLRQ�WR�EH�UHPHPEHUHG�b

It was a hugely successful day, but one 
WKDW�ZRXOGQèW�KDYHbEHHQ�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�
without the continued support of our 
club sponsor Brogan Group. The 
covered resting zone for the players 
which Brogan Group kindly erected 
greatly enhanced the event, allowing all 
players time and space to rest and get 
RXW�RI�WKH�VXQ�EHWZHHQ�JDPHV�b

UAE
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OUR JUVENILE SECTION
RAK Ropairí GAA prides ourselves on 
our ever-growing juvenile programme. 
With over 50 children and families of all 
different nationalities participating in 
Gaelic games, the future of RAK Ropairí 
is in safe hands. 

Through our Juvenile coaching 
programme we hope to further spread 
the message of Gaelic games and 
increase participation rates over the 
coming years. We have established a 
safe and fun environment for children 
to learn about and practice the skills of 
Gaelic football.

A particularly proud day for the club was 
when our Juvenile teams got to play at 
our inaugural Middle East tournament. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed the day 
which included GAA games, mini golf and 
bouncing castles. They also enjoyed a 
great day out in Dubai where some of the 
children were introduced to the game of 
KXUOLQJ�IRU�WKH�ĆUVW�WLPH��0DQ\�WKDQNV�WR�
Dubai Celts for a brilliant day out.

UAE
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(9(176�)520�7+(�3$67�<($5b
RAK Ropairí GAA kicked off the season 
with a successful ‘Back to RAK’ night in 
September where we welcomed new 
members to our club. The night consist-
ed of live music, food, the opportunity 
WR�EX\�PHUFKDQGLVH�DQG�SOHQW\�RI�FUDLF�bb

Our fancy dress Halloween Quiz Night in The Bay Sports Bar, Al Hamra Village, was 
also a great success with fun traditional games and prizes on the night reminding us 
RI�KRPH�b

The club were proud to get involved in 
the Breast Cancer Awareness month in 
October where our members wore pink 
WR�UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�VXSSRUWb�IRU�WKH�
campaign.

UAE
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$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�DQ�HDUO\�ĆQLVK�WR�WKH�VHDVRQ�RXU�HQG�RI�\HDU�DZDUGV�QLJKW�ZDV�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�
put on hold, however RAK Ropairí GAA were happy to partake in virtual events such 
as our Do It for Dan quiz fundraiser and the Rise and Remember walk for Pieta House.

As the GAA season was unfortunately 
cut short this year, everyone at RAK 
Ropairí GAA are looking forward to the 
season and welcoming new players to 
our club.

UAE
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ABOUT RUWAIS GAELS
Ruwais Gaels GAA was founded in 
�����b

The Gaels are a very popular little GAA 
club for all abilities and nationalities.

The club has been running for just over 
ĆYH�\HDUV�� 7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�ERWK�PHQ�
and women’s teams participating in the 
Middle East GAA tournaments over the 
last number of years but in the spirit of 
keeping the game alive our hopes and 
dreams are now with our ladies junior B 
team who are the only team represent-
ing us this year.

We are always looking to grow and 
VXSSRUW� RXU� OLWWOH� FOXE� DQG� KDYHb MXVW�
secured sponsorship for the year ahead 
which is a great achievement and addi-
tion to our club.

We are very proud of our achievements 
and the hard work of a lot of people con-
nected with the club as we are from argu-
ably the smallest and most isolated area 
of Abu Dhabi.

This year we just have 13 members
registered.

*DHOLF�IRRWEDOO�LVQèW�MXVW�D�ZD\�WR�NHHS�ĆW�
or somewhere to make new friends, it’s 
a sense of community and a little piece of 
home which is what brings people 
together- Leona Kelly, Chairperson

“If Carlsberg done supporters, we’d 
probably have the best supporters in the 
world”
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KERRY MIDDLE EAST G.A.A
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CLUB FORMATION & BACKGROUND

.HUU\�0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$�&OXEbZDV�IRXQG-
HG�LQ�0D\������DQG�LV�WKH�ODWHVW�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$�FOXE�FLUFXLW��7KH�
FOXE�ZDV�IRXQGHG�E\�OLNHPLQGHG�PHP-
EHUV�RI� WKH�*$$�FRPPXQLW\� LQ�'XEDL��
ZKR� ZHUH� SUHYLRXVO\� D� SDUW� RI� 7KH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�.HUU\�6RFLHW\��7KH�0(.6��

7KH�FOXEV�DLPV�DUH�DV�IROORZV�b

��� :HOFRPLQJ� DQG� LQFOXVLYH� FOXE� IRU�
SHRSOH� RI� DOO� EDFNJURXQGV� DQG� VNLOO�
OHYHOV�

��� )RFXV� RQ� WKH� VRFLDO� DVSHFW� RI� FOXE�
PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�RYHUDOO�HQMR\PHQW�

���7UDLQ�DQG�SOD\��7KH�.HUU\�:D\��ZLWK�
DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�VNLOO�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�
WRWDO�IRRWEDOO�

��� 2QH� QLJKW� D� ZHHN� WUDLQLQJ� ZLWK�
VXSSOHPHQWDU\� ĆWQHVV� VHVVLRQV� DQG�
FKDOOHQJH�JDPHV�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�

,Q�DQ�HIIRUW� WR�HQVXUH�ZH�DUH� WKH�PRVW�
ZHOFRPLQJ�FOXE��ZH�DUH�RQH�RI�WKH�RQO\�
*$$�FOXEV�ZRUOGZLGH�WKDW�GR�QRW�FKDUJH�
D� PHPEHUVKLS� IHH��:H� SURYLGH� DOO� RXU�
SOD\HUV� PDWFK� MHUVH\V� IRU� JDPHV�� DQG�
PHPEHUV� SD\� IRU� LQGLYLGXDO� WUDLQLQJ�
VHVVLRQV�RQ�D�ê3D\�DV�\RX�3OD\ë�EDVLV�

7KH�FOXE�KDG�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�PDLGHQ�FDPSDLJQ�
GXULQJ���������VHDVRQ��ĆHOGLQJ���PHQèV�
-XQLRU�%�WHDPV�DQG�D�VRFLDO�WHDP�LQ�HDFK�
RI� WKH� IRXU� WRXUQDPHQWV� LQ� WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW� *$$� FDOHQGDU�� 2XU� $� WHDP� ZHUH�
YLFWRULRXV�LQ�WKH�$O�5HHP�WRXUQDPHQW�DQG�
LQ�WKH�&KDPSLRQVKLS�LQ�$EX�'KDEL��2XU�
%�VLGH�SLFNHG�XS�VRPH�HDUO\�VLOYHUZDUH�LQ�
WKH�'XEDL�WRXUQDPHQW�ZLWK�VWURQJ�VKRZLQJV�
LQ�WKH�RWKHU���HYHQWV��ZKLOH�RXU�6RFLDO�VLGH�
ZHUH�YLFWRULRXV�LQ�WKH�KLJKO\�UDWHG�%DKUDLQ�
*DPHV�WRXUQDPHQW�
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7KH�FOXE�SLFNHG�LW�XS�D�JHDU�LQ�WKH���������
VHDVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�$�WHDP�ZLQQLQJ�ERWK�WKH�
PHQèV�-XQLRU�$�WRXUQDPHQWV�LQ�%DKUDLQ�
DQG�$O�$LQ��DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�SLFNLQJ�XS�
WKH�OHDJXH�WURSK\�DV�ZHOO�DV�SURPRWLRQ�
WR�,QWHUPHGLDWH�OHYHO�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�
VHDVRQ�

7KH�FOXE�FRPPLWWHH�KDV�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�
WLUHOHVVO\� WR�GHYHORS� WKH� FOXE� VLQFH� LWV�
LQFHSWLRQ� DQG� WR� JHW� D� IRRWKROG as a 
FRPSHWLWLYH  club KHUH iQ WKe Middle East.

1RZ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�RXUVHOYHV��
WKH�QH[W�VWHS�IRU�WKH�FOXE�LV�WR�VHW�XS�D�
ODGLHV� WHDP�ZKLFK�ZLOO� FRPSHWH� LQ� WKH�
OHDJXH�LQ����������7KLV��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�DQ�
H[WUHPHO\� FRPSHWLWLYH� LQWHUPHGLDWH�
PHQèV� WHDP� ORRNLQJ� IRU� EDFN� WR� EDFN�
SURPRWLRQV�DQG�D�VWURQJ�-XQLRU�%�WHDP�
DOVR� ORRNLQJ� WR�ZRUN� WKHLU�ZD\�XS� WKH�
JUDGHV�� PHDQV� WKHUH� LV� PXFK� WR� ORRN�
IRUZDUG�WR�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�VHDVRQ�IRU�.HUU\�
Middle East GAA.

7KH�VXFFHVVHV�RI�WKH�FOXE�WR�GDWH�ZRXOG�
QRW� KDYH� EHHQ� DFKLHYHG� ZLWKRXW� WKH�
VXEVWDQWLDO� VXSSRUW� RI� WKH�0LGGOH� (DVW�
%RDUG��WKH�.HUU\�&RXQW\�%RDUG��RXU�FXUUHQW�
VSRQVRUV�.LEVRQV�DQG�(LUH�*XOI�&RQWUDFWLQJ�
//&��DQG�RXU�SUHYLRXV�VSRQVRUV�3UHPLHU�
%UDQGV�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�

/RRNLQJ�WR�WKH�IXWXUH��WKH�FOXE�KDV�DPELWLRQV�
IRU�DOO�RI�LWV�WHDPV�WR�PRYH�XS�WKH�JUDGHV��
ZLWK� WKH�XOWLPDWH� JRDO� RI� FRPSHWLQJ� DW�
VHQLRU� OHYHO� LQ� ERWK� ODGLHV� DQG� PHQèV�
IRRWEDOO�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�/HDJXH��

7KH�FOXE�LV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�D�
��\HDU�SODQ�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�DFKLHYH�ERWK�
RXU�RQ�DQG�RII�ĆHOG�JRDOV��DQG�WR�HQVXUH�
D�VWURQJ�IRRWLQJ�IRU�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�\HDUV�DKHDG��
b
Ciarraí Abu!

UAE
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SHARJAH GAELS G.A.A

UAE
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CLUB FORMATION & BACKGROUND
)RXQGHG� LQ� ������ 6KDUMDK� *DHOV� KDV�
EHFRPH�D�ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG�*$$�FOXE�LQ�
WKH� 1RUWKHUQ� (PLUDWH� RI� 6KDUMDK��:H�
DUH�D�FOXE�PDGH�XS�RI������H[SDWV�IURP�
DOO�SDUWV�RI�,UHODQG�ZLWK�D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�
RI�PHPEHUV�WKDW�FRPH�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�
.LQJGRP�DQG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��ZH�KDYH�DOVR�
KDG� WKH� SOHDVXUH� RI� SOD\LQJ� DORQJVLGH�
6RXWK�$IULFDQ�QDWLYHV�

2XU�WHDPV��OLNH�PDQ\�RWKHU�0LGGOH�(DVW�
FOXEV��DUH�PDGH�XS�RI�WHDFKHUV��'XH�WR�
WKH�DFFHVVLELOLW\�RI�RXU�FOXE�ZH�DUH�DEOH�
WR�FDWHU�IRU� LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�SOD\�ZLWK�XV�
WKDW�FRPH�IURP�RWKHU�HPLUDWHV�VXFK�DV�
$MPDQ��8PP�$O�4XZDLQ��)XMDLUDK��5DV�
$O�.KDLPDK�DQG�'XEDL��

2YHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�ODVW�HLJKW�\HDUV��
WKH� 6KDUMDK�*DHOV� FOXE� KDV� JRQH� IURP�
VWUHQJWK�WR�VWUHQJWK�DQG�KDYH�EHFRPH�D�
GRPLQDQW� IRUFH� LQ� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW�
/HDJXH�LQ�IRRWEDOO��KXUOLQJ�DQG�FDPRJLH��
$V� LW� VWDQGV�� 6KDUMDK� *DHOV� SURXGO\�
ERDVWV� ERWK� PHQ� DQG� ODGLHV� IRRWEDOO�
WHDPV��DORQJ�ZLWK�FDPRJLH�DQG�KXUOLQJ�
WHDPV� ZKLFK� FRPSHWH� WKURXJKRXW�
GLIIHUHQW� OHYHOV� RI� WKH� OHDJXH�� 7KLV�
VHDVRQ�ZH�LQWURGXFHG�+DQGEDOO�DQG�LWèV�
EHHQ�D�JUHDW�QHZ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�FOXE�

)RU� PDQ\� LQGLYLGXDOV� ZLWKLQ� WKLV� FOXE��
6KDUMDK�*DHOV� LV� OLNH�DQ�DGRSWHG� IDPLO\�
DQG�RXU�WUDLQLQJ�JURXQGV�LQ�6KDUMDK�:DQ-
GHUHUV�LV�NQRZQ�DV�RXU�KRPH�DZD\�IURP�
KRPH��7KH�IDFLOLWLHV�WKDW�DUH�SURYLGHG�E\�
6KDUMDK�:DQGHUHUV� PDNH� LW� HDV\� IRU� D�
VPDOO�FOXE�OLNH�WKLV�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�JURZ��
7KHUH� DUH� WZR� IXOO� VL]HG� JUDVV� SLWFKHV�
ZLWK�IXOO�VL]HG�*$$�JRDO�SRVWV�DQG�DOVR�DQ�
DGMRLQLQJ� JUDVV� ZDUP�XS� DUHD�� 0RVW�
UHFHQWO\�ZH�KDYH�DOVR�VHW�XS�D�+DQGEDOO�
OHDJXH� ZLWKLQ� RXU� FOXE� LQ� RUGHU� WR�
SURPRWH�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�
WKLV� ,ULVK� VSRUW� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� 8QLWHG�
Arab Emirates.

6LQFH�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�KDQGEDOO�LQ�WKH�
8$(�ZH�ZHUH�IRUWXQDWH�HQRXJK�WR�KDYH�
WKH�IXQGV�WR�VHW�XS�WKH�YHU\�ĆUVW�KDQGEDOO�
ZDOO�ZKLFK�DOORZV�XV�WR�KRVW�WRXUQDPHQWV�
LQ� FRQMXQFWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW�
OHDJXH�WRXUQDPHQWV��$V�ZHOO�DV�WKLV��WKH�
FOXE� DUH� DOVR� JLYHQ� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�
PDNH�XVH�RI� WKH� DVWUR�SLWFK�GXULQJ� WKH�
HYHU�JURZLQJ�WUDLQLQJ�VHVVLRQV�WKDW�WDNH�
SODFH�WZLFH�D�ZHHN�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�/HDJXH�DQG�&KDPSLRQVKLS�
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7KH�KHOS�WKDW�ZH�UHFHLYH�IURP�6KDUMDK�
:DQGHUHUV�DOORZ�XV�WR�VXFFHVVIXOO\�KRVW�
DQG�UXQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�KRPH�WRXUQDPHQWV�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��7KHVH�WRXUQDPHQWV��
DQG� WKH�DIWHU�SDUW\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� LW��
KDYH� EHFRPH� ZLGHO\� SRSXODU� IRU� ,ULVK�
SHRSOH� WR� DWWHQG�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� WKHLU�
LQWHUHVW� LQ�WKH�*$$��7KLV� LV�GXH�WR�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�OLNH� DWPRVSKHUH� DQG� WKH�
HIIRUW�WKDW�JRHV�LQWR�WKH�SODQQLQJ�RI�WKHVH�
HYHQWV�E\�ERWK�WKH�6KDUMDK�:DQGHUHUV�
HPSOR\HHV� DQG� WKH� 6KDUMDK� *DHOV�
Committee. 

,Q�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�WKHVH�KRPH�WRXUQDPHQWV�
LW�LV�YLWDO�WKDW�RXU�FOXE�LV�RUJDQLVHG�ERWK�
RQ�DQG�RII�RI�WKH�SLWFKHV�� ,W� LV�JUHDW�WR�
VHH�HYHU\RQH�EDQGLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WR�PDNH�
WKHVH�WRXUQDPHQWV�D�VXFFHVV�

$OO�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�FOXE�DUH�UHDG\�WR�KHOS�
LQ�VRPH�ZD\�GXULQJ�WRXUQDPHQW�GD\V�E\�
SOD\LQJ�OLYH�WUDGLWLRQDO�PXVLF��YROXQWHHULQJ��
RUJDQLVLQJ��VXSSRUWLQJ�DOO�ZKLOH�ĆQGLQJ�
WKH�WLPHV�WR�SOD\�WKHLU�RZQ�PDWFKHV��2YHU�
WKH�ODVW�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV��ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�
IRUWXQDWH�HQRXJK�WR�KRVW�WZR�RU�WKUHH�
WRXUQDPHQWV�SHU�\HDU��/LNH�PDQ\�FOXEV�
ZLOO�DJUHH��WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�
D�KRPH�WRXUQDPHQW��7KHVH�WRXUQDPHQWV�
KHOS�XV�WR�JURZ�RXU�*$$�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�
WR�VKRZFDVH�RXU�,ULVK�KHULWDJH�IURP�WKH�
RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�

'XULQJ�WKLV�\HDUèV�VHDVRQ�����������RXU�
FOXE�ZDV�PDGH�XS�RI����WHDPV�WKDW�FRP-
SHWHG� DFURVV� D� YDULHW\� RI� FRGHV� DQG�
OHYHOV�

7KH�ELJJHVW�VXFFHVV�RI�WKLV�\HDU�JRHV�WR�
RXU� VHQLRU� ODGLHVè� IRRWEDOO� WHDP� ZKR�
ZHUH�FURZQHG�0LGGOH�(DVW�/HDJXH�ZLQ-
QHUV�IRU�WKH�ĆUVW�WLPH�VLQFH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
RI�WKH�FOXE��2XU�ODGLHV�MXQLRU�%�WHDP�ZHUH�
DOVR� FURZQHG� OHDJXH�ZLQQHUV� WKLV� \HDU�
DIWHU�D�YHU\�VXFFHVVIXO�VHDVRQ��2XU�0HQèV�
IRRWEDOO�WHDP�ZHUH�H[WUHPHO\�FRPSHWL-
WLYH� UHDFKLQJ� WKH� ĆQDO� VWDJHV� DW� HDFK�
WRXUQDPHQW��,W�ZDV�ZRQGHUIXO�WR�VHH�RXU�
/DGLHV�DQG�0HQèV�6HQLRU� WHDPVè� OLQH�XS�
VKRXOGHU� WR� VKRXOGHU� VLQJLQJ� WKH� ,ULVK�
1DWLRQDO� $QWKHP� SULRU� WR� WKHLU� 6HQLRU�
&XS�)LQDO�JDPHV�

Men’s football Women’s football Hurling Camogie

Senior’sCamogie TeamSenior’s Hurling TeamSenior’s Women’s TeamSenior’s Men’s Team

Intermediate Men’s
Team

Junior B Men’s
Team

Intermediate Women’s
Team

Junior A Women’s
Team

Junior B Women’s
Team

Junior C Women’s
Team

2 Social  Women’s
Team

Intermediate Hurling
Team

Intermediate Camogie
Team
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2II�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKHLU�PDVVLYH�/HDJXH�ZLQ�
ODVW� VHDVRQ�� RXU� 6HQLRU� +XUOHUV� ZHUH�
SKHQRPHQDO�DOO�VHDVRQ��HQGLQJ�WKH�ĆQDO�
WRXUQDPHQW�RQ�D�KLJK��7KH�LQWHUPHGLDWH�
KXUOHUV�DOVR�KDG�D�JUHDW�VHDVRQ�ZLQQLQJ�
RXU�KRPH�WRXUQDPHQW�EDFN�LQ�2FWREHU��
7KH�&DPRJLH�VWUXJJOHG�WR�JHW�RYHU�WKH�
OLQH� DQG� OLIW� D� FXS� WKLV� VHDVRQ� EXW� DUH�
GHWHUPLQHG� WR� EULQJ� VRPH� VLOYHUZDUH�
KRPH�QH[W�VHDVRQ� (DFK� \HDU� ZH� NLFN� RII� WKH� VHDVRQ� E\�

ZHOFRPLQJ� RXU� QHZ�PHPEHUV� LQWR� WKH�
FOXE�E\�KRVWLQJ�HYHQWV�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�
RXU� VSRQVRUV� VXFK� DV� ç'XEOLQHUVè� DQG�
ç6KDUMDK�:DQGHUHUV�6SRUWV�&OXEè��7KHVH�
HYHQWV�DFW�DV�D�UHXQLRQ�IRU�RXU�UHWXUQLQJ�
PHPEHUV�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�FKDQFH�IRU�RXU�QHZ�
PHPEHUV�WR�EH�HDVHG�LQWR�WKH�PDGQHVV���
2WKHU�HYHQWV�WKDW�DUH�KLJKO\�DQWLFLSDWHG�
E\�DOO�RI�RXU�PHPEHUV�LQFOXGH�WKH�LQIDPRXV�
UROORYHUV�WKDW�DUH�KRVWHG�DIWHU�RXU�KRPH�
WRXUQDPHQWV��RXU�8$(�VWD\FDWLRQ�LQ�5L[RV�
DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�HQG�RI�\HDU�GLQQHU�GDQFH�
ZKHUH�ZH�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�FOXEèV�VXFFHVVHV�
DQG�DFKLHYHPHQWV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��

2XU�VSRQVRUV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�KDYH�DOZD\V�
EHHQ�D�PDVVLYH�KHOS�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�XV�DQG�
RXU�JURZLQJ�FOXE��(DFK�\HDU�ZH�SURPRWH�
DQG� HQFRXUDJH� DOO� RI� RXU� PHPEHUV� WR�
VXSSRUW� WKHVH�EXVLQHVVHV� MXVW� OLNH� WKH\�
KDYH�VXSSRUWHG�XV��
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)LQDOO\�� 6KDUMDK� *DHOV� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�
WKDQN� WKH� HIIRUWV� RI� WKH� FRPPLWWHH��
PDQDJHUV�� SOD\HUV�� VSRQVRUV� DQG�
VXSSRUWHUV�IRU�WKHLU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RYHU�
WKH�\HDUV��7KH�FOXE�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�ZKHUH�
LW�LV�WRGD\�ZLWKRXW�HYHU\�VLQJOH�RQH�RI�LWV�
PHPEHUV�� :H� DUH� ORRNLQJ� IRUZDUG� WR�
ZKDW�WKH�IXWXUH�ZLOO�EULQJ�DQG�WKH�PDQ\�
QHZ�PHPEHUV� DQG� VXFFHVVHV� WKDW�ZLOO�
IROORZ�

:H�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�H[WHQG�DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�IRU�
DOO�QHZ�SOD\HUV�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�
HPLUDWHV�WR�FRPH�DQG�MRLQ�RXU�KRPH�DZD\�
IURP� KRPH�� $OO� OHYHOV� DUH� ZHOFRPH� WR�
SDUWLFLSDWH�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�LI�\RXèYH�QHYHU�
RZQHG�D�SDLU�RI�UXQQHUV�RU� LI�\RXèUH�DQ�
LQWHU�FRXQW\�IRRWEDOOHU��KHUH�DW�6KDUMDK�
*DHOV�WKHUHèV�D�WHDP�IRU�HYHU\RQH��

UAE
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BAHRAIN

BAHRAIN

Overview�

Population�����P

Size: ����VT�NP

National Airline: *XOIb$LU

Currency��%DKUDLQL�'LQDU��%'�

Key Event:��+HOG�WKH�ĆUVWb�)��*UDQG�3UL[�
LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�LQ������DQG�DOZD\V�D�
JUHDW�ZHHNHQG�
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ARABIAN CELTS G.A.A

BAHRAIN
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THE CLUB

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�QDWLRQDOLWLHV�
KDYH� SOD\HG� *DHOLF� *DPHV� ZLWK� WKH�
$UDELDQ�&HOWV�*$$�&OXE��

2XU�FOXE�KDV�DQ�çLQFOXVLYH�QRW�H[FOXVLYHè�
SROLF\�ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�ZDUPO\�HPEUDFHG�
E\�RWKHU�QDWLRQDOLWLHV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�
ZRUOG��2II� WKH�SLWFK�� WKH� FOXE�KDV� DOVR�
JDLQHG�D�UHSXWDWLRQ�DV�D�ZDUP��ZHOFRPLQJ�
DQG�HQWKXVLDVWLF�FOXE�b

+HUH� LV� D� TXLFN� VQDSVKRW�RI� RXU� KRPH�
DZD\�IURP�KRPH�RQ�WKH�OLWWOH� LVODQG�RI�
WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�%DKUDLQ�b

BAHRAIN
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CLUB HISTORY TIMELINE
2008�0HUJHU�RI�WZR�FOXEV��WKH�%DKUDLQ�
,ULVK� DQG� 1DRPK� $EGXOODK� 'KDKUDQ�
&OXE�IURP�WKH�(DVWHUQ�3URYLQFH�RI�6DXGL�
$UDELD�� 7KH� %DKUDLQ�EDVHG� FOXE� KDV�
HSLWRPLVHG�DOO�WKDW�LV�JUHDW�DERXW�*DHOLF�
*DPHV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�

2009 �VW�ZLQV� IRU� WKH�FOXE��%DQJNRN� ��
$VLDQ�*DPHV�	�$UDELDQ�&HOWV�/HJHQGV�
LQ�%DKUDLQ�*DPHVb

2010 2XU�FOXE�ZDV�KHDYLO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�
WKH�VHWWLQJ�XS�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�/HDJXH�
DQG� ZHUH� GHOLJKWHG� WR� EH� FKRVHQ� WR�
ODXQFK�WKH�ĆUVW�URXQG�RI�WKH�LQDXJXUDO�
0LGGOH�(DVW�/HDJXH�b

2011 +DG�WKH�KRQRXU�RI�ODXQFKLQJ�WKH�
ĆUVW�/DGLHV�0LGGOH�(DVW�/HDJXH�LQ�%DK-
UDLQ��9RWHG�WKH�$OO�$VLD�&OXE�RI�WKH�<HDU�
����b

2012 �VW�$UDELDQ�&HOWV�-XYHQLOH�JURXS�
ZDV�IRUPHGb

2013� 2XU� FOXE�ZDV� NH\� LQ� HVWDEOLVKLQJ�
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�&R��%RDUG�LQ�-XQH�RI�WKLV�
\HDU��$UDELDQ�&HOWV� FOXE�PHPEHUV�KHOG�
NH\� SRVLWLRQV� RQ� WKH� QHZO\� IRUPHG�
%RDUG��LQFOXGLQJ�-DPHV�.HQQHG\�DV�WKH�
ĆUVW�&KDLUSHUVRQ��0HPEHUV�DOVR�DFWHG�DV�
352�� &RDFKLQJ� 2IĆFHU� DQG� ,ULVK� /DQ-
JXDJH�DQG�&XOWXUH�2IĆFHU�

7KH�FOXE�ZDV�UHSUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�WZR�SOD\-
HUV�RQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�&RXQW\�+XUOLQJ�
WHDP��ZLQQLQJ�WKH�'LY����WLWOH�LQ�WKH�ĆUVW�
HYHU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�*DPHV�KHOG�LQ�*DOZD\�b

2XU�PHQ�ZRQ�WKH�,QWHUPHGLDWH�GLYLVLRQ�
RI�WKH�$VLDQ�*DPHV�b

2014� 6HQLRU� KXUOHUV� EHFRPH� WKH� ĆUVW�
HYHU�0LGGOH�(DVW�+XUOLQJ�&KDPSLRQVKLS�
ZLQQHUV�

2XU�PHQV�IRRWEDOOHUV�FRPSHWHG�VWURQJO\�
DQG�ZRQ�WKH�$EX�'KDEL�OHJ�RI�WKH�6HQLRU�
Football League. First Ladies All Star 
Award.

BAHRAIN
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2015 6HYHQ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FOXE�SOD\HG�
NH\� UROHV� LQ� WKH� ĆUVW� HYHU�*$$�:RUOG�
*DPHV�ZKLFK�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�$EX�'KDEL��7KH�
ZLQQLQJ�0LGGOH�(DVW�$�0HQ
V�)RRWEDOO�
WHDP�ZDV�FDSWDLQHG�E\�-RH�0HOLD�RI�WKH�
$UDELDQ�&HOWV��3OD\HU�RI�WKH�WRXUQDPHQW�
ZHQW� WR� $UDELDQ� &HOWV� SOD\HU�� 0DUWLQ�
6FDQQHOO��$LVOLQJ�.LQVHOOD�DOVR�PDGH�WKH�
ĆUVW�HYHU�/DGLHV�0LGGOH�(DVW�WHDP�b

7KHUH�LV�D�JURZLQJ�-XYHQLOH�VHFWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�FOXE�DQG�LQ������WKH�FOXE�KHOG�D�YHU\�
VXFFHVVIXO� NLGV� WRXUQDPHQW� ZLWK� ����
NLGs IURP GLIIHUHQW VFKRROV SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�b

2016 7KH� VHFRQG� *$$�:RUOG� *DPHV�
ZKLFK�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�'XEOLQ��ZDV�DQRWKHU�
UHPDUNDEOH�RFFDVLRQ� IRU� WKH�FOXE�ZLWK�
VL[� DGXOW� IRRWEDOOHUV� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKH�
FOXE��7KH�PHQ
V�IRRWEDOOHUV�ZHUH�VXFFHVVIXO�
LQ�UHWDLQLQJ�WKHLU�FURZQ��b

$UDELDQ� &HOWV� /HJHQGV�ZRQ� WKHLU� ĆUVW�
OHDJXH�WRXUQDPHQW�b

2017 %DKUDLQ�*DPHV��WKH�ODUJHVW�*$$�WRXU-
QDPHQW� RXWVLGH� ,UHODQG� �� ��� WHDPV�
FRPSHWLQJ��/DGLHV
��VW�/HDJXH�WRXUQDPHQW�
ZLQ�LQ�2PDQ�

2018 7KH�FOXE�FHOHEUDWHG�LWV���WK�DQQL-
YHUVDU\� DIWHU� PHUJLQJ� WZR� FOXEV�� WKH�
%DKUDLQ� ,ULVK� DQG� 1DRPK� $EGXOODK�
'KDKUDQ�&OXE�IURP�WKH�(DVWHUQ�3URYLQFH�
RI�6DXGL�$UDELD�EDFN�LQ������b

2019 7KH�FOXE�FHOHEUDWHG�WKH���WK�DQQL-
YHUVDU\�RI�WKH�%DKUDLQ�*DPHV��7KH�ODGLHV�
PDGH�KLVWRU\�E\�ZLQQLQJ� WKH�GRXEOH� LQ�
LQWHUPHGLDWH�IRRWEDOO��b

2020 7KH�/DGLHV�PDQDJHG�WR�ĆQLVK�WRS���
LQ�6HQLRU�DIWHU���WRXUQDPHQWV�EHIRUH�WKH�
OHDJXH� VWDUWHG� WR� EH� DIIHFWHG� E\�
&29,'����

%HKLQG� WKH� VFHQHV�� WKH� $UDELDQ� &HOWV�
KDYH�EHHQ�EXV\�RII� WKH�ĆHOG�E\�JHWWLQJ�
LQYROYHG� LQ�YDULRXV� IXQGUDLVHUV��$�EDNH�
VDOH� ZDV� RUJDQLVHG� LQ� 1RYHPEHU�� WKH�
:LQWHU�6KRHER[�$SSHDO�DQG�WKH����3XEV�
RI�&KULVWPDV�IXQGUDLVHUV�LQ�'HFHPEHU�DV�
ZHOO�DV�WKH�5XQ�WR�&KDPSLRQVKLS�LQ�0D\�
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�KXJH�VXFFHVV� LQ�SDUWLFXODU��
UDLVLQJ�RYHU�õ������LQ����KRXUV��DOO�LQ�DLG�
RI�WKH�0LJUDQW�:RUNHUV�3URWHFWLRQ�6RFL-
HW\�KHUH�LQ�%DKUDLQ��b

7KH�FOXE�KDV�DOZD\V�KDG�DQ�çLQFOXVLYH�QRW�
H[FOXVLYHè�SROLF\�DQG�WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�
WKH� FDVH� DQG� ZKDW� PDNHV� WKH� $UDELDQ�
&HOWV�WKH�FOXE�WKDW�LW�LV�WRGD\�

BAHRAIN
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OMAN

OMAN

Overview:

Population: 5.1m

Size: 309,501 sq km

National Airline: Oman Air

Currency: Omani Rial (OMR)

Key fact:  Oldest independent state in the Arab world
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CLANN NA hOMAN

OMAN



HISTORY OF THE CLUB

www.middleeastgaa.com 74

Founded in 2003, Clann na hOman 
prides itself on being a multinational 
club that continues to go from strength 
to strength. The story all began with an 
invite to turn up at the Al Sawadi Hotel 
(between Muscat and Sohar) for a meet-
ing and a kick-about. It was coordinated 
by Colin Butler and Terri Johar (RIP), the 
latter of whom served as President of 
both our club and the Oman Irish Soci-
ety. From winning the 'New Club' trophy 
LQ�RXU�ĆUVW� WRXUQDPHQW�DW� WKH Bahrain 
Games that year, the club grew in size 
and stature, competing across the 
region in both hurling and football with 
D�FRQVLVWHQW�GHJUHH�RI�VXFFHVV�b

From those early years, the variety of 
accents which could be heard across our 
teams spoke of the diversity of Clann na 
hOman, something which holds to the 
present day. As a small club, we have 
welcomed participants of all back-
grounds, abilities and ages to enjoy our 
Games in a friendly, supportive social 
FLUFOH�� ,QGHHG�� D� VLJQLĆFDQW� SRUWLRQ� RI�
our history included coordinating with-
Muscat Magpies AFL Club in Muscat to 
form the Muscat Gaelic and Australian 
Football Club (MGAFC), with a number 
of Australian expatriates joining our 
*DHOLF�IRRWEDOO�WHDPV�b

The club has always taken great pride in 
having a very active juvenile section, 
where parents can bring along their kids 
to organized training sessions and fun 
activity days. Under the watchful eye of 
our club trainers, the skills of Gaelic foot-
ball are passed onto the next generation 
of young people of all nationalities. It is 
great testament to the underage work 
done throughout the years by numerous 
people that we have seen a steady 
increase in the number of kids enjoying 
WKH�JDPH�KHUH�LQ�0XVFDW�b

From participating in the 2012 Asian 
Gaelic Games in Malaysia, to our ladies 
winning the Intermediate Cup at the 2016 
Dubai Irish Festival and hosting an annual 
round of the Middle East GAA League, 
there have certainly been plenty of 
highlights over the past seventeen years. 
Without question though, the camaraderie 
and sense of community within Clann na 
hOman is something which is cherished 
most by our players and members, both 
past and present. 

Our club has - and continues to be - a true 
'Clann'; a unique sporting and social hub 
for people to make lifelong friendships 
DQG�PHPRULHV��RQ�DQG�RII�WKH�SLWFK�b�&ODQQ�
na hOman - 'Ar aghaidh i gcónaí' -Always 
0RYLQJ�)RUZDUGb

%HLU�EXD�b
'DUUHQ�$VKPRUHbb
&KDWKDRLUOHDFKb

OMAN
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KUWAIT

KUWAIT

Overview:

Population: 4.27m

Size: 17,818 sq km

National Airline:Kuwait Airways

Currency: Kuwaiti Dinar (KWD)

Key fact:� 7KHb .XZDLWLb 'LQDU� LV� WKH�
world’s highest-valued currency
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KUWAIT HARPS G.A.A

KUWAIT



CLUB FORMATION
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The Kuwait Harps were originally 
founded in 1997, but the club was 
disbanded in the early 2000’s. The club 
was then reestablished in 2011 with a 
men’s team, and in 2012, saw the addi-
WLRQ�RI�D�ZRPHQèV�WHDP�IRU�WKH�ĆUVW�WLPH��
Club membership is at an all-time high 
recently, with little over 70 members. 
With the membership being in favour of 
PRUH�ZRPHQ��ZH�DUH�DEOH�WR�ĆHOG�WZR�
teams in both the men’s and women’s 
division. Our members come from all 
over the world, and for a lot of the Harps 
players, when they come to training, it is 
WKHLU�ĆUVW�WLPH�NLFNLQJ�D�*DHOLF�IRRWEDOO�b

As of right now, our Men’s team is in the 
Junior division and our women proudly 
compete in the Intermediates. Both 
teams were awarded the Plate titles in 
the Abu Dhabi Championships in their 
respective leagues. We also have a team 
in both the Men’s and Women’s Social 
divisions as well. The Kuwait Harps have 
participated in the Asian Gaelic Games 
in Malaysia, where the women came out 
with a championship title, and the 
World Games in Ireland.

The Kuwait Harps are one of the smallest 
clubs in the Middle East Gaelic football 
League. While many of the other clubs in 
the Gulf region can depend on a strong 
pool of Irish players, this is just not the 
case in Kuwait. We are a club with 70 
members, and 12 different countries are 
represented. The wide diversity of player 
nationalities demonstrates the global 
appeal of this game in Kuwait, something 
that we are very proud of.

We are happy to welcome new members 
regardless of experience or skill, we have 
made it part of our culture to welcome all 
players with open arms. We pride 
ourselves on knowing every player’s 
name and a little bit about their journey 
to the team. Since we are club of players 
that are new to Gaelic, we are a club that 
IRFXVHV�RQ�VXSHUE�ĆWQHVV�DQG�WKH�GHYHO-
opment of skills. We train twice a week, 
MRLQ�LQ�ZLWK�ĆWQHVV�VHVVLRQV�RQFH�D�ZHHN��
and join in as many organized races as a 
WHDP�DV�SRVVLEOH�bb

KUWAIT
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In addition to this, The Kuwait Harps Club is a social outlet for those new and old to 
Kuwait. We plan and organize many events throughout the year as well. 

We have hosted yacht parties, Halloween quizzes, Christmas Dinner, in-House 
Tournaments, and award nights. 

We are also proud to give back to our communities by offering Youth Days to teach 
our youth the game of Gaelic. We pride ourselves on creating a family-like atmosphere, 
therefore, we have recently started team bowling outings, craft nights and breakfast 
breaks after trainings. 

KUWAIT
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SAUDI ARABIA

SAUDI ARABIA

Overview:

Population: 33.8m

Size: 2,150,000 sq km

National Airline: Air Saudia

Currency: Saudi Riyal (SAR)

Key fact:��6DXGL�$UDELD�KDV�WKH�ZRUOG
Vb
VHFRQG�ODUJHVW� SURYHQb SHWUROHXP�
UHVHUYHVbDQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�LV�WKHbODUJHVW�
H[SRUWHUbRI�SHWUROHXP�
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NAOMH ALEE G.A.A

SAUDI ARABIA



NAOMH ALEE GAA CLUB RIYADH – FOUNDERS
OF GAELIC GAMES IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
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On a Sunday and Wednesday night, just 
after the sun goes down, it’s not uncommon 
to hear the thump of a football boot on 
a size 4 and size 5 O’Neill’s football in 
any village, town or parish in Ireland. But 
in the middle of a grassless nation, with 
its unique traditions and escalating tempera-
tures, this is more exclusive. And yet, for 
a quarter of a century, this has been 
evident among the dunes of Riyadh as 
the Gaels of Saudi Arabia ply their trade….in 
training for the upcoming GAA season. 
Things are different for the GAA players 
in this region.

$FFHVV�WR�DQ\�VSRUWV�ĆHOG��OHW�DORQH�JUDVV��
LV�GLIĆFXOW�WR�ĆQG��$QG�WUDLQLQJ�RU�PDWFK�
sessions that involve men and women in 
a single venue is not readily accommodated 
in the homeland of Mecca and the heartland 
of Islam. 

For 25 years (and more) there has been 
an active and enthusiastic group of men 
and women, ranging in age from twenty 
to seventy, who ‘religiously’ profess their 
DIĆOLDWLRQ�WR�DQG�DIĆQLW\�IRU�WKH�FRGHV�RI�
the GAA. 

From 7:30pm on Sundays and Wednes-
day’s and from 10am on Friday’s (the 
Sabbath), these avid proponents of the 
GAA gather in their thrice weekly train-
ing sessions: - running the sprints - 
repeating the drills - driving the endur-
ance laps and of course - contesting dirty 
ball….just like we did (and do) at home.

SAUDI ARABIA



THIS IS OUR CLUB… THIS IS OUR 
COMMUNITY…… THIS IS OUR PARISH. 
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$QG�LW�DOO�VWDUWHG�RIĆFLDOO\����\HDUV�DJR��
in 1994.  At a time when the Middle East 
was not the chosen destination of the 
,ULVK�GLDVSRUD��D�KDQGIXO�RI�,ULVK�SLRQHHUV�
ZHUH� IRUJLQJ� QHZ� EXVLQHVV� SUDFWLFHV��
QHZ�EXVLQHVV�PRGHOV�DQG�QHZ�OLYHV�IRU�
WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WKH�$UDELDQ�GHVHUW��

7KH\�ZHUH�DJUL�HQJLQHHUV�ZLWK�ç0DVWRFNè�
QRZ�ç$O�0DUDLè���7KHVH�LQQRYDWRUV�ZRXOG�
JR�RQ�WR�FUHDWH�WKH�:RUOGVè�ODUJHVW�GDLU\�
KHUG��LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�EODGH�RI�JUDVV��
WKH\� ZHUH� PHGLFDO� SURIHVVLRQDOV� ZKR�
ZRXOG�HVWDEOLVK�D�SHGLJUHH�RI�H[FHOOHQFH�
LQ� WKH� ĆHOG� RI� 0HGL�FDUH�� WKH\� ZHUH�
ĆQDQFLHUV�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�
å�VXUYH\RUV��HQJLQHHUV�DQG�WXQQHO�EXLOGHUV�
ZKR�ZRXOG�OLWHUDOO\�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�YHU\�
landscape of this oil rich nation.

$QG� LQ� WKH� WUXH� VSLULW� RI� WKH� çSLRQHHUè��
WKHVH� &HOWLF� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ� EURXJKW�
with them something of their own 
FXOWXUH�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO�
KRQHVW�ZRUN�HWKLF�RI�WKH�,ULVK�GLDVSRUD����
 
-XVW� DV� WKH� RYHUVHDV� ,ULVK� KDG� EURXJKW�
WKHLU�FXOWXUH��PXVLF�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV�ZLWK�
WKHP�WR�%ULWDLQ��WKH�$PHULFDèV��$XVWUDOLD�
DQG�1HZ�=HDODQG�LQ�SRVW�IDPLQH�����èV�
DQG�WKH�HDUO\�SDUW�RI�WKH���WK�&HQWXU\��
VR� WRR� WKLV� ç1HZ�'LDVSRUDè�ZRXOG�SODQW�
WKH�VHHG�RI�,ULVK�&XOWXUH�LQ�LWV�PXOWLWXGH�
RI�ZD\V��)RU�PDQ\��SHUKDSV�PRVW�RI�WKHP��
LW�ZDV�WKURXJK�RXU�QDWLYH�JDPHV�å�*DHOLF�
games. 
  
,Q������� WKHUH�ZDV�QR� ,ULVK�FRPPXQLW\�
ZLWKLQ� ZKLFK� WR� QXUWXUH� WKH� VHHG� RI�
*DHOLF� *DPHV� LQ� 6DXGL� $UDELD� å� QRU�
DFURVV�WKH�EURDGHU�0LGGOH�(DVW���,W�VLPSO\�
GLGQèW�H[LVW���7KLV�ZDV�WKH�OLWHUDO�ç*UHHQ�
)LHOGè�SURMHFW��RU�PRUH�DSSURSULDWHO\�å�D�
ç5HG�6DQGè�LQLWLDWLYH���

6$8',�$5$%,$
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$QG� VR�� WKH� DPELWLRXV� IHZ�� LQFOXGLQJ�
&KDUOHV�6XOOLYDQ��'RQDO�0F&DUWK\�DQG�
-RKQQ\�5DH�WRRN�LW�XSRQ�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�
RUJDQL]H�WKH�EXUJHRQLQJ�,ULVK�FRPPXQLW\�
LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�� DQG� H[SUHVV� WKHPVHOYHV�
WKURXJK� VSRUW�� � $QG� LQ� ������ WKH�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�1DRPK�$OHH�*$$�&OXE�
LQ�5L\DGK�DQG�1DRPK�$EGXOODK�*DHOV�LQ�
(DVWHUQ�3URYLQFH��'DKUDQ��PDUNHG�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�IRUPDO�*DHOLF�*DPHV�LQ�WKH�
$UDELDQ�3HQLQVXOD��
 
,QLWLDOO\� D� çVPDOO�EDOOè� FOXE�� QRWLQJ� WKH�
VRXWKHUQ�DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�&RUN�KHULWDJH�
RI� WKH� çIRXQGHUVè�� WKH� HDUO\� \HDUV� VDZ�
+XUOLQJ� DQG� &DPRJLH� GRPLQDWH� WKH�
H[FKDQJHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�WZR�SLRQHHULQJ�
FOXEV���$QG�LQ�WUXH�GLDVSRUD�IDVKLRQ��WKH�
RQZDUG� WUDYHOV� RI�'RQDO�0F&DUWK\� WR�
the UAE led to the establishment of the 
'XEDL�&HOWV�DQG�WKH�çVHHGLQJè�RI�WKH�EURDG�
0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$�SURMHFW��
 
%HWZHHQ������å�DQG�WKH�ĆUVW�DIĆOLDWLRQ�
RI�D�0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$�FOXE�WR�&URNH�3DUN�
å�DQG�������1DRPK�$OHH� �DQG�1DRPK�
$EGXOODK�LQ�'DKUDQ��ćRXULVKHG����
 

,Q����������LURQLFDOO\�IROORZLQJ�VLJQLĆFDQW�
çHFRQRPLF� FKDOOHQJHVè� LQ� ,UHODQG�� D�QHZ�
ZDYH�RI�PLJUDQW�,ULVK�IRXQG�WKHLU�ZD\�WR�
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�WR�6DXGL�$UDELD��
 
7KHVH�ZHUH�GLIIHUHQW�ç,ULVK�HPLJUDQWVè�WR�
WKH�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�����èV�YHUVLRQ���7KHVH�
ZHUH�\RXQJ��G\QDPLF�SURIHVVLRQDOV��ZKR�
had seen Ireland cement its place as an 
LQćXHQFHU�RI�ZRUOG�EXVLQHVV�WKURXJK�WKH�
&HOWLF�WLJHU�\HDUVð�DQG�WKH\�ZRXOG�WDNH�
WKDW� SKLORVRSK\� DQG� VKDSH� WKHLU� QHZ�
GHVWLQDWLRQ�RI�FKRLFH����$QG�WKDW�çFKRLFHè�
ZDV�QRZ�WKH�EXR\DQW���RLO�ULFK���0LGGOH�
East. 
     
$�QHZ�,ULVK�GLDVSRUD�IXHOOHG�WKH�VOXPEHULQJ�
*$$� FRPPXQLW\� DFURVV� WKH� UHJLRQ�� ,Q�
������ D� UHYLWDOLVHG� 1DRPK� $OHH� ZDV�
IRUPDWLYH�LQ�VKDSLQJ�D�QHZ�FRPSHWLWLYH�
*$$�7RXUQDPHQW�SURJUDPPH�DFURVV�WKH�
UHJLRQ���7KH�çROG�FOXE�LQ�QHZ�FORWKLQJè�GLGQèW�
ZLQ�D�WRXUQDPHQW�LQ�������EXW�LW�ZDV�WKHUH�
å�SULPDULO\�QRZ�D�IRRWEDOO�FOXE�å�DQG�LW�
ZDV�PDNLQJ�ĆQDOV��

6$8',�$5$%,$
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,Q� ����� DQG� LQ� ������ WKH� ER\V� ZHUH�
winning matches and the girls were on 
ĆHOG�DQG�FRPSHWLQJ�� �%\������DQG�����
WKH�ER\V�ZHUH� D� UHFRJQLVHG� IRUFH� DQG�
WKH�JLUOV�ZHUH�FRQWHVWLQJ�ĆQDOV�� ,Q� WKH�
VDPH� \HDU�� 1DRPK� $OHH� ZHUH� DW� WKH�
IRUHIURQW�RI�WKH�QHZ�0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$�
OHDJXH�DQG�WKH�HYHQ�QHZHU�0LGGOH�(DVW�
*$$�%RDUG���:LWKLQ�D�\HDU��E\�������WKLV�
QHZ�0LGGOH�(DVW�%RDUG�ZRXOG�KRVW�WKH�
LQDXJXUDO� *$$� :RUOG� *DPHV� LQ� WKH�
presence of patron and new President 
RI�WKH�*$$��$RJDQ�2è)HDUJKDLO���1RW�DORQH�
WKLV��EXW�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ZRXOG�FRQWHVW�
WKUHH� *$$�:RUOG� *DPHV� ĆQDOV� �(OLWH�
0HQV� IRRWEDOO�� (OLWH�ZRPHQèV� )RRWEDOO�
DQG�QDWLYH��QRQ�,ULVK��ZRPHQèV�IRRWEDOO��
DQG�ZRXOG�ZLQ�WZR�RI�WKHP���$QG�ZKDWèV�
PRUH��1DRPK�$OHH�å�WKH�ROGHVW�*$$�&OXE�
LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ZRXOG�KDYH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�
on these teams – as well as in the 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�*DPHV��
 
$�\HDU� ODWHU�� LQ� ������ WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
ZRXOG�UHWDLQ�LWV�ZRUOG�WLWOH�LQ�(OLWH�0HQV�
IRRWEDOO�LQ�&URNH�3DUN��DQG�DGG�WKH�:RUOG�
*DPHV�+XUOLQJ�WLWOH�WR�LWV�OLVW�RI�KRQRXUV���
And this time the Middle East Board 
ZRXOG�FRXQW�ERWK� LWV�&KDLUSHUVRQ�DQG�
6HFUHWDU\� IURP� WKH�1DRPK� $OHH� *$$�
&OXE�LQ�5L\DGK����$GGHG�WR�WKLV��WKH�5L\DGK�
FOXE� FRXOG� FRXQW� WZR� PRUH� SOD\HUV�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKH� FOXE� DQG� WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW�LQ�:RUOG�*DPHV�FRPSHWLWLRQ��

)URP�QHDU�H[WLQFWLRQ� LQ� WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV�
\HDUV� RI� ����� WR� �����å� WR� 7RS�RI� WKH�
*$$�:RUOG� LQ��������1DRPK�$OHH�KDG�
VXUYLYHG�å�DQG�WKULYHG��

In the domestic realm of Middle East 
&RPSHWLWLRQ�� LW� ZDV� WKH� WLPH� IRU� çQD�
Cailíní  to shine. 
 
������ç���DQG�è���VDZ�D�QHZ�FRQĆGHQFH�
HPHUJH�DPRQJ�WKH�/*)$�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�
5L\DGK��ZLWK�LPPHDVXUDEOH�SURJUHVV�DQG�
SURJUHVVLYH�WRXUQDPHQW�ZLQV����
 
%XW�WKDW�HOXVLYH�0LGGOH�(DVW�/HDJXH�WLWOH�
DQG� 0LGGOH� (DVW� FKDPSLRQVKLS� HOXGHG�
WKH�ODVVHV���8S�XQWLO�WKH���������VHDVRQ�
that is.   

6$8',�$5$%,$
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,Q� WKH� �������� VHDVRQ�� D� UHPDUNDEOH�
VHTXHQFH�RI�JDPHV��UXQQLQJ����JDPHV�
XQGHIHDWHG�VHFXUHG�QRW�RQH��EXW�ERWK�
/HDJXH�DQG�&KDPSLRQVKLS�KRQRXUV�IRU�
WKH�1DRPK�$OHH�JLUOV�å�LQYLQFLEOH�LQ�WKDW�
season.  And while not all seasons will be 
WKLV�ZD\��LW�LV�LOOXVWUDWLYH�RI�ZKDW�IRFXV��
HIIRUW�� DPELWLRQ� DQG� QR� OLWWOH� VNLOO� FDQ�
GHOLYHU���

:LWK�DOO�JDPHV�SOD\HG�çDZD\�IURP�KRPHè�
EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� FKDOOHQJHV� IRU� RWKHU�
FOXEV� WR� HQWHU� 6DXGL�$UDELD�� H[WHQVLYH�
WUDYHO���FRYHULQJ�RYHU��������PDQ�PLOHV�
LQ�D�VHDVRQ��ZDV�UHTXLUHG���%XW�WKLV�KDV�
1(9(5�EHHQ�VXJJHVWHG��HYHQ�RQFH��E\�
SOD\HUV�RU� FOXE�RIĆFLDOV�DV�D� UHDVRQ� WR�
stand aside.   It is what it is.  We will 
HQGXUH��ZH�ZLOO�SURJUHVVðZH�ZLOO�JURZ��

1RZ� LQ�RXU�-XELOHH�<HDU��ZLWK�DQRWKHU�
0LGGOH�(DVW�*$$�VHDVRQ�FRPSOHWHG��WKH�
ROGHVW�*$$�FOXE�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�KDV�
VHFXUHG�\HW�PRUH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLQV�IRU�
ERWK�WKH�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�RI�5L\DGK�LQ�
WKH���������VHDVRQ�b �7KLV�VHDVRQ��ĆYH�
PRUH� SLHFHV� RI� 6LOYHUZDUH�PDGH� WKHLU�
ZD\�EDFN�WR�6DXGL�$UDELD�å�WZR�LQ�PHQèV�
IRRWEDOO��WZR�LQ�ODGLHV�IRRWEDOO�DQG�RQH�
KDQGEDOO���IURP�DPRQJ�WKH�WRXJKHVW�RI�
*$$�FRPSHWLWLRQ�RXWVLGH�RI�,UHODQG�b

7R�WKLV�HQG��WKH�FOXE�KDV�IRVWHUHG��GHYHORSHG�
DQG�EHHQ�LQVWUXPHQWDO�LQ�GHOLYHULQJ�WKH�
ĆUVW� *$$�+DQGEDOO� FRPSHWLWLRQ� LQ� WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�b�1RZ��LQ�-XELOHH�\HDU��ZH�WXUQ�
RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�EDFN�WR�LWV�URRWV�DQG�WRZDUG�
UH�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�+XUOLQJ�DQG�&DPRJLH�DV�
FRUH�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�WKLV�KLVWRULFDO�FOXE�b

$QG�QRW�IRUJHWWLQJ�WKH�\RXWK���WKH�1DRPK�
$OHH�*$$�$FDGHP\��VXSSRUWHG�E\�'&8�
��QRZ�LQ�LWV�VL[WK�\HDU�RI�RSHUDWLRQ�å�DQG�
D�VWDSOH�HQJDJHPHQW�IRU�,ULVK��/HEDQHVH��
6UL�/DQNDQ��6DXGL��%ULWLVK��0DOD\��&DQDGLDQ��
6SDQLVK� DQG� WKH� PDQ\� PRUH� \RXQJ�
QDWLRQDOLWLHV�ZKR�DWWHQG�DW�3DLUF�,VKELOLD�bbb

,Q�$SULO�DQG�0D\�������WKH�*DHOV�RI�1DRPK�
$OHH�KRVWHG�$Q�,DU�8DFKWDU£Q�$RJDQ�2è)HDU�
JKDLO�DQG�7RPDV�0XOFDK\�DV�ZH�FHOHEUDWHG�
���\HDUV�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�*$$�&OXE�LQ�WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�bb

,Q�-XO\�������WKRVH�FHOHEUDWLRQV�WUDYHOOHG�
KRPH�WR�,UHODQG�å�WR�'XEOLQ��KRVWLQJ�*$$�
SUHVLGHQWV��*$$�$OO�6WDUV�DQG�$PEDVVDGRUV�
DOLNH�b�$IWHU�WKLV��ZH�UHWXUQHG�WR�5L\DGK��
WR�SUHSDUH�RXUVHOYHV�IRU�WKH�QH[W�TXDUWHU�
FHQWXU\�RI�*DHOLF�*DPHV�LQ�WKH�KRPH�RI�
WKH�3URSKHW�0RKDPPHG�bb

,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH��WKH�1DRPK�$OHH�*$$�
SOD\HUV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WKHLU�SUHSDUDWLRQV�
IRU�WKH�QH[W�VHDVRQ�RI�0LGGOH�(DVW�/HDJXH�
JDPHV�LQ�WKH�KRW��GU\�FOLPDWH�RI�WKH�$UDELDQ�
'HVHUW�

6$8',�$5$%,$
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QATAR

QATAR

Overview:

Population�����P

Size: �������VT�NP

National Airline:Qatar Airlines

Currency��4DWDUL�5L\DO��4$5�

Key Event:��+RVWLQJ�)LID�:RUOG�&XS�����
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QATAR
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4DWDU�*$$��ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQèV�FDSL�
WDO�� 'RKD�� ZDV� IRXQGHG� LQ� ����� E\� D�
JURXS�RI�SDVVLRQDWH�H[SDWV�ZKR�ZDQWHG�
WR� VXVWDLQ� WKHLU� ORYH� RI� *DHOLF� *DPHV�
ZKLOVW� OLYLQJ� DEURDG�� ,Q� WKDW� ĆUVW� \HDU��
WKH� FOXE� FRQVLVWHG� RI� MXVW� RQH� PHQèV�
IRRWEDOO� WHDP�� 6LQFH� WKHQ�� 4DWDU� *$$�
KDV� GHYHORSHG� WR� EHFRPH� RQH� RI� WKH�
PRVW�VXFFHVVIXO�FOXEV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
DQG�$VLD�b

7KH� FOXE� ERDVWV� QXPHURXV� OHDJXH� DQG�
FKDPSLRQVKLS�ZLQV� LQ�KXUOLQJ�DQG�IRRW�
EDOO� IRU�PHQ�� DQG� FDPRJLH� DQG� IRRWEDOO�
IRU� ODGLHV��2XU�FOXE�PHPEHUV�KDYH�DOVR�
UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�UHJLRQ�E\�SOD\LQJ�RQ�WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�WHDPV�WKDW�VHFXUHG�YLFWRU\�
LQ� WKH� ����� DQG� ����� *$$� :RUOG�
*DPHV�

7KH� FOXE� ERDVWV� QXPHURXV� OHDJXH� DQG�
FKDPSLRQVKLS�ZLQV� LQ�KXUOLQJ�DQG�IRRW�
EDOO� IRU�PHQ�� DQG� FDPRJLH� DQG� IRRWEDOO�
IRU� ODGLHV��2XU�FOXE�PHPEHUV�KDYH�DOVR�
UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�UHJLRQ�E\�SOD\LQJ�RQ�WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�WHDPV�WKDW�VHFXUHG�YLFWRU\�
LQ� WKH� ����� DQG� ����� *$$� :RUOG�
*DPHV�

QATAR
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4DWDU� *$$� ĆHOG� IRXU� 0HQèV� IRRWEDOO�
WHDPV� IURP� VRFLDO� DOO� WKH� ZD\� XS� WR�
VHQLRU� OHYHO�� IRXU� ODGLHV�IRRWEDOO� WHDPV�
DOVR�IURP�VRFLDO�XS�WR�VHQLRU��DORQJ�ZLWK�
D�KXUOLQJ�WHDP�DQG�FDPRJLH�WHDP��DOORZ�
LQJ�DOO�RXU�PHPEHUV�D�WDVWH�RI�WKH�*$$�
OLIHVW\OH�DFURVV�YDU\LQJ�OHYHOV��7KH�FOXE�
KDV�DURXQG�����PHPEHUV�DQG�D�WKULYLQJ�
MXYHQLOH� VHFWLRQ�� ZLWK� ERWK� IHDWXULQJ�
SOD\HUV�QRW� MXVW� IURP� ,UHODQG�� EXW� DOVR�
IURP�WKH�86$��%UD]LO�� DQG�*HUPDQ\� WR�
QDPH�MXVW�D�IHZ�

2XU� MXYHQLOH� VHFWLRQ� LV� DOVR� WKULYLQJ��
ZLWK� ODUJH� QXPEHUV� RI� FKLOGUHQ� GRZQ�
WUDLQLQJ� HYHU\� )ULGD\� PRUQLQJ� KRQLQJ�
WKHLU�VNLOOV�

QATAR
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:H�WDNH�JUHDW�SULGH�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�
FOXE�KDV�QHYHU�ORVW�WKH�VHQVH�RI�FRPPXQLW\�
that comes with being a member of the 
*$$�LQ�,UHODQG��)RU�XV��*DHOLF�JDPHV�DUH�
QRW�MXVW�DERXW�IRRWEDOO�DQG�KXUOLQJ��EXW�
DERXW�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�OLIHORQJ�IULHQGVKLSV�
WKDW�DUH�PDGH�WKURXJK�SOD\LQJ�WKH�VSRUW�
LQ�4DWDU�b

:KLOVW�RXU�PHPEHU�QXPEHUV�DUH�FRQVLG�
HUDEO\�OHVV�WKDQ�RWKHU�FOXEV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��
WKLV�KDV�QHYHU�DIIHFWHG�RXU�VXFFHVV�DV�D�
FOXE� DQG� DLGV� XV� LQ� GHYHORSLQJ� D�
FORVH�NQLW�FRPPXQLW\��:H�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�RI�
RXUVHOYHV�QRW�MXVW�DV�D�*$$�FOXE��EXW�DV�D�
IDPLO\�DZD\�IURP�KRPH�

QATAR
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,Q�RUGHU�WR�EXLOG�WKLV�VHQVH�RI�FRPPXQLW\��
LW�LV�RI�FRXUVH�HVVHQWLDO�WR�UXQ�HYHQWV�RYHU�
WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�\HDU��:H�UHJXODUO\�KRVW�
LQWHUQDO� OHDJXHV� ZKLFK� FXOPLQDWH� LQ� D�
)LQDOV�QLJKW�WKDW�ZLOO�ĆQLVK�XS�ZLWK�D�OLYH�
EDQG�DQG�SOHQW\�RI�FUDLF�

4DWDU�6SRUWV�'D\�LQ�)HEUXDU\�LV�D�ELJ�GD\�
IRU� XV�� 2YHU� WKH� ODVW� IHZ� \HDUV�� RXU�
PHPEHUV�FRPSOHWHG�D� VROR� UXQ�DFURVV�
WKH�HQWLUH�FRXQWU\��ZKLFK�LQYROYHG�VRORLQJ�
D�*DHOLF�IRRWEDOO�RYHU����NP�IURP�RQH�
end of Qatar to the other. We also held 
WKH�ĆUVW�HYHU�*DHOLF�IRRWEDOO�PDWFK�LQ�WKH�
GHVHUW�LQ�������SOD\LQJ�LQ�.KRU�DO�8GHLG��
the Qatar desert.

,Q�$SULO�������WKH�FOXE�WUDYHOOHG�WR�'HKOL��
,QGLD�WR�SOD\�DJDLQVW�WKH�,QGLD�:ROIKRXQGV�
LQ�WKH�ĆUVW�HYHU�*$$�PDWFK�WR�EH�SOD\HG�
RQ�,QGLDQ�VRLO��,W�ZDV�DPD]LQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�
D�JURZLQJ�FOXE�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\�WR�WKH�$VLDQ�
*DPHV�DQG�WR�IXUWKHU�HQKDQFH�WKH�VHQVH�
RI�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�WKH�*$$�LV�DOO�DERXW�

:H� DOVR� UHJXODUO\� KRVW� ZHOFRPH� EDFN�
HYHQWV�DIWHU�WKH�6XPPHU�KROLGD\V��RIWHQ�
&RXQW\�&RORXUV�QLJKWV��IRU�D�ELW�RI�IULHQGO\�
ULYDOU\��HQG�RI�\HDU�DZDUG�FHUHPRQLHV�DQG�
D� 6W� 3DWULFNèV� 'D\� EDOO� LQ� FROODERUDWLRQ�
ZLWK�WKH�4DWDU�,ULVK�6RFLHW\�

:H�ORYH�WR� LQYROYH�RWKHU� ORFDO�VSRUWLQJ�
FOXEV�DQG�SOD\�LQ�WKH�'RQRKXH�6LPSVRQ�
&XS�HYHU\�\HDU��D�FRPSURPLVHG�UXOHV�JDPH�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�'RKD�.DQJDURRV�DQG�4DWDU�
*$$�� 7KH� JDPHV� DUH� DOZD\V� WRXJK� EXW�
SOHQW\�RI�IXQ�DQG�JUHDW�FUDLF�LV�KDG�RYHU�
VRPH�GULQNV�DIWHUZDUGV�

QATAR
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$'',7,21$/�,17(5(67�*52836

UAE

Qatar

Kuwait

Abu Dhabi:

Dubai:

Kuwait
�,ULVK�6RFLHW\
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Irish Business
Network Riyadh

Jeddah
 Irish Society

Riyadh
Irish Society

Bahrain

Saudi Arabia

Oman

ADDITIONAL INTEREST GROUPS
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Noeleen Saeed
President

&RQWDFW�'HWDLOV�b
Email: irishbcad@gmail.com /
Website: www.irishbcad.com

7KH�,ULVK�%XVLQHVV�&RXQFLO�RI�$EX�'KDEL�WDNHV�JUHDW�SULGH�LQ�WKH�SURPR-
WLRQ�RI� ,UHODQG�� ,ULVK�FRPSDQLHV�b VHUYLFHV�DQG�SURGXFWV�b:H�RIIHUb ORFDO�
NQRZOHGJH��SURYLGHbLQWURGXFWLRQVbWRbORFDO�*RYHUQPHQWbDQGbSULYDWHbVHFWRU�
SDUWQHUV�b7KH�,%&bDOVR�HQVXUHV�WKDW�WKH�ORFDO�$EX�'KDELbLQGXVWU\�LV�DZDUHb
RI�ZKDW�,UHODQG�KDV�WR�RIIHU�DFURVV�DOO�EXVLQHVV�VHFWRUV�b:H�VXSSRUWbWHDP�
,UHODQG�E\�KRVWLQJ�QXPHURXVbWUDGH�PLVVLRQV�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�H[KLEL-
WLRQV�
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6LQHDG�$O�6LEHKb
Chairperson

&RQWDFW�'HWDLOV�b
Email: info@ibnuae.com
Website: www.ibnuae.com

7KHb,ULVK�%XVLQHVV�1HWZRUNb�,%1�bLV�D�YROXQWDU\��QRQ�SURĆW�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI�
SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�FRPSDQLHV�RIb,ULVKbRULJLQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�$UDE�(PLUDWHV��
7KH�REMHFWLYHV�RI� ,%1�DUH�DV� IROORZV�� y7R�SURPRWHb ,ULVKb FRPPHUFLDO� DQGb
EXVLQHVVb LQWHUHVWV� LQ� WKH�8$(�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�
DFWLYLWLHV��LQYHVWPHQWV�DQG�RWKHU�LQLWLDWLYHV�EHWZHHQ�,UHODQG�DQG�WKH�8$(��

:H�SURYLGH�D�QHWZRUNLQJ�DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�SODWIRUP�IRU�,ULVK�SURIHVVLRQDOV�
EDVHG�LQ�'XEDL�WKURXJK�RXU�PRQWKO\�PHHWLQJV��VHPLQDUV�DQG�RQOLQH�ZHELQDUV�
WR�IDFLOLWDWH��:H�DOVR�KROG�D�QXPEHU�RI�VXE�VHFWRU�PHHWLQJ�RQ�WRSLFV�VXFK�
DV�� )LQDQFH�� <RXQJ� %XVLQHVV� 1HWZRUN�� 60(èV�� +RVSLWDOLW\� DQG� 'LJLWDO�
,QQRYDWLRQ�
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'XEDL� ,ULVK�6RFLHW\�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ�
�����DQG�ZDV�WKH�ĆUVW�DQG�RQO\�SRUW�RI�
FDOO�IRU�,ULVK�H[SDWV�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��b2XU�
PDLQ�DLP�LV�WRbSURYLGH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�
VRFLDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�,ULVK�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�
'XEDL� DQG� WR� SURPRWH� D� WDVWH� RI� ,ULVK�
FXOWXUH�DQG�KHULWDJH�YLD�VRFLDO�HYHQWV�

:H� DUH� SUREDEO\� EHVW� NQRZQ� IRU� RXU�
DQQXDO� ç6DQWD� LQ� WKH� 'HVHUWè� HYHQW��
ZKHUH� KXQGUHGV� RI� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� WKHLU�
IDPLOLHV�FRPH�WR�VHH�6DQWD��JHW�D�SUHV-
HQW��SOD\�JDPHV�DQG�VLQJ�DORQJ�ZLWK�3DG-
G\PDQ�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�GHVHUW��:H�
KDYH�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�KRVWHG�D�6W��3DWULFNèV�
'D\�%DOO��ZKHUH�ZH�DOO�JHW�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�
VFUXE�XS��bSDUDGH�LQ�RXU�ĆQHU\�DQG�VWUXW�
RXU�VWXII�RQ�WKH�GDQFH�ćRRU�b

:H�UXQ�WKUHH�)DFHERRN�SDJHV�ZLWK�RYHU�
HLJKW� WKRXVDQG� PHPEHUV�� WKH� 'XEDL�
,ULVK� 6RFLHW\� SDJH� IRU� QRWLFHV� DQG�
DQQRXQFHPHQWV�� WKH� 'XEDL� ,ULVK�
([FKDQJH��ZKHUH�SHRSOH�DVN�DQG�DQVZHU�
TXHVWLRQV�RQ�WRSLFV�DV�ZLGH�UDQJLQJ�DV�
ç+RZ� GR� ,� UHQHZ� P\� SDVVSRUW"è� WR�
ç:KHUH�FDQ�,�ĆQG�D�GHFHQW�FXUU\�FKLS"è�
�ERWK�HVVHQWLDO�QXJJHWV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ���
DQG� 'XEDL� ,ULVK� %D]DDU�� ZKHUH� \RX�
DGYHUWLVH�LWHPV�IRU�VDOH�b

,Q� UHFHQW� WLPHV��ZHèYH�EHHQ� ORRNLQJ�DW�
KRZ� ZH� FDQ� FRQWLQXH� WR� VXSSRUW� WKH�
,ULVK�LQ�'XEDL��:HèUH�GHOLJKWHG�WR�KDYH�
VHHQ�VR�PDQ\�RWKHU�,ULVK�FOXEV�DQG�VRFL-
HWLHV�WDNH�RII�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV���LWèV�D�WUXH�
VLJQ�RI�WKH�,ULVK�FRPPXQLW\�VSLULW���DQG�
DUH� ORRNLQJ� IRUZDUG� WR� FROODERUDWLQJ�
ZLWK�WKHP�DOO�WR�HQVXUH�ZH�SURPRWH�DQG�
VXSSRUW�DOO�WKLQJV�,ULVK�
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THE DUBAI IRISH GOLF SOCIETY

The Dubai Irish Golf Society has grown 
in strength and strength and this year 
there were over 175 members signed 
up with each event a big success for 
everyone involved, the committee, the 
sponsors, the golf clubs and of course all 
of the DIGS members and guests

7KLV�VHDVRQ�KDGbVHHQ�UHFRUG�QXPEHU�RI�
players with 84 players involved in the 
event at Dubai Hills Golf Club and on 
average 72 players have been playing in 
each event.

The society has been around many 
years and has a monthly event in a 
different golf course each time followed 
E\�SUL]H�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��IRRG�DQG�GULQNV�b
We have been very lucky to have spon-
sors for each event as well as for our 
DIGS shirts. To sign up please contact 
digscaptain@gmail.com. We also get 
discount on EGF membership for the 
year so you can have a valid handicap.

We hope to have next season’s turnout 
just as good if not better than this 
season. We also had European Tour 
player Soren Kjeldsen join us as a guest 
of Colm McLoughlin. The more Europe-
an Tour players the better.

We have had more golf courses coming 
to us this year wanting us to play on 
their course and this shows how much 
of an impact the Dubai Irish Golf Society 
has had. We have had 10 events each 
season but could easily have had 15.

All the best,

Cahal, Michael and Kieran

&RQWDFW�'HWDLOV�b
Email: GLJVFDSWDLQ#JPDLO�FRPb
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DubaiIrish-
*ROI6RFLHW\b

&KDLUSHUVRQb

Cahal Altman with Brian O'Driscoll
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For other information, please note the following contact points and 
social channels:

Primary e-mail:�LQIR#TDWDULULVKVRFLHW\�FRP

Website: ZZZ�TDWDULULVKVRFLHW\�FRP

Twitter:bKWWSV���WZLWWHU�FRP�4DWDUB,ULVKB6RF

Instagram: KWWSV���ZZZ�LQVWDJUDP�FRP�TDWDULULVKVRFLHW\�"U QDPHWDJ

Facebook: KWWSV���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�JURXSV�4DWDULULVKVRFLHW\�

Overview:

4DWDU�,ULVK�6RFLHW\�SURPRWHV�FORVHU�UHOD-
WLRQV�DQG�JUHDWHU�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
,ULVK�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�4DWDU�

:H�RSHUDWH�IRU�WKH�EHQHĆW�RI�,ULVK�SHRSOH�
DQG�WKH�IULHQGV�RI�,UHODQG��RUJDQLVLQJ�DQG�
VSRQVRULQJ� YDULRXV� VRFLDO�� VSRUWLQJ� DQG�
FXOWXUDO�HYHQWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�SURYLGLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DQG�JXLGDQFH�IRU�,ULVK�H[SDWV��

:LWK�RYHU�������PHPEHUV��ZH�ZRUN�FORVHO\�
ZLWK� 2U\[� QD� K�LUHDQQ� �4DWDU� *$$�� WR�
SURPRWH�RXU�FRXQWU\�DQG�SHRSOH��ć\LQJ�WKH�
ćDJ�IRU�,UHODQG�LQ�4DWDU�

&KDLUSHUVRQb
Darragh Mullins
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Chairman: $QWKRQ\�*DYLQ
Vice-Chair:�&KDUOLH�6XOOLYDQ
7UHDVXUHU�b3DGUDLJ�)LW]SDWULFN
6HFUHWDU\�b+LODU\�0F&RUPDFN

:HEVLWH�bZZZ�LEQVD�RUJ�
(PDLO��DGPLQ#LEQVD�RUJb

1HZ�PHPEHUV�FDQ�UHJLVWHU�KHUHb
http://ibnsa.org/register/

7KH� ,%1�.6$� LV� D� FRPPXQLW\� RI� ,ULVK�
SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�6DXGL�DFURVV�D�
EURDG�UDQJH�RI�EXVLQHVV�HQWLWLHV�b �2XU�
PHPEHUV�DUH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�
DQG�SURPRWLQJ�EXVLQHVV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
IRU� ,ULVK�FRPSDQLHV�DQG� LQGLYLGXDOV� LQ�
WKH� .LQJGRP� RI� 6DXGL� $UDELD�b:H� GR�
WKLV� E\� DFWLYHO\� HQJDJLQJ� ZLWK� RXU�
PHPEHUV�DQG�KROGLQJ�HYHQWV�WKDW�EULQJ�
WRJHWKHU�,ULVK��6DXGL��DQG�RWKHU�H[�SDW�
QDWLRQDOLWLHV�WR�OHYHUDJLQJ�EXVLQHVV�DQG�
SHUVRQDO�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�EXLOG�VXVWDLQ-
DEOH� DQG� ORQJ�ODVWLQJ� UHODWLRQVKLSV�b�
7KHVH� QHWZRUNLQJ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DUH�
HVVHQWLDO�WR�PDNLQJ�EXVLQHVV�FRQWDFWV��
SRVLWLRQLQJ� SURGXFWV� 	� VHUYLFHV�� DQG�
VKDULQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�
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A THANK YOU TO CLUB SPONSORS

In these challenging times, we would like to thank all 
VSRQVRUV�ZKRbDVVLVW�FOXEV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDUV�DQG�
LQ�WKLV�GLIĆFXOW�SHULRG�

*R�UDLEK�P¯OH�PDLWK�DJDLEK

Stiofán O’Tuama
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